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The BVI Red Cross, a non-pro�t 
organisation, proudly celebrates 65 years 
of community service this year.  Virgin 
Gorda’s sub branch was established in 
1991 under the leadership of Mr. Paul 
Fenty, a long-time resident of the Virgin 
Gorda community.  Mrs. Doriel 

IN THIS ISSUE (CLICK LINK BELOW) BVILOVE THROUGH
COMMUNITY SERVICE

FEBRUARY 2021

Riviera-Arrindel, a public o�cer employed at Inland Revenue 
Department, is the team’s present leader.

In addition to humanitarian and disaster response work, the group 
continues to be actively involved with various community service 
projects. They provide needy families with food and clothing 
supplies via the community food bank.   

During their anniversary celebrations, the annual men’s health fair 
and screening event is scheduled to take place in April (date to be 
announced).

The Red Cross operates a thrift shop where low cost household 
items and clothing are available for sale.  They accept donations of 
the same as well as canned goods or monetary gifts to assist in 
their humanitarian e�orts.

A small stock of walkers, crutches, and wheel chairs are available 
daily or weekly for a small rental fee.

The organisation also o�ers First Aid and Home Care training 
throughout the year.  For more information, please call the 
headquarters on Tortola: 494-6349.

Red Cross Branches are in Tortola, Anegada and Virgin Gorda.

Virgin Gorda Lions Club: Lions Club 
operates as an o�cial non-pro�t entity, and 
anyone seeking their assistance is required 
to apply in writing.

The club recently donated a bed, refrigerator and stove to needy 
members within the community; and fundraisers are held to assist 
those in need of food and other necessities. Eye exams are held in 
schools; used eye glasses are recycled, and the expenses for 
refurbishing of frames are paid for by the club. 

The Christmas holidays would not be as merry without their 
tireless e�orts in hosting the Annual Lighting of the Christmas 
Tree, held in December.  Additionally, food and drinks are always 
on sale, from which the proceeds go towards community projects.  
The club plays an active role in beauti�cation projects. The most 
recent and ongoing is the Bregado Flax Educational Centre 
garden project, in which the school was gifted an array of plants.   
Coming up on February 13th will be the Gifts of Love project. The 
club plans to present baskets of food & clothing to seniors and 
vulnerable residents of the community.

Goals:  This year, their goals are to increase membership and 
partner with the business community. Annual dues of $180 are 
used to defray administrative costs. For more information or to 
join, please contact Ms. Sharlene Smith at 442-1911.

The Rotaract Club was established January, 
2014, and is currently comprised of 26 young 
adults. Rotaract Club: President: Ms. Navasha 
Williams

Their focus is on community projects: 
• Clean up campaigns
• Future plans include donation of supplies to the Nurse Iris 

O’Neal Clinic/Medical facility—bandages, sanitisers and a 
microwaves, etc.

• Future Events: Host a Banquet (Etiquette on “How to Dine”)
• Forum: “What to Wear”
• Reach out to Toastmasters Club

Anyone desirous of becoming a member, please follow their social 
media pages.  Email rotaractclub@gmail.com.  There is a small 
monthly fee of $10.00. 

Tree of Hands: Tree of Hands is an 
outreach group of volunteers and 
businesses in the British Virgin Islands 
(“BVI”) which collect gifts for children, 
from newborns through to the age of 
16. Gifts are distributed across the BVI 
including Anegada, Jost Van Dyke and 
Virgin Gorda.

ttps://www.facebook.com/treeofhands/
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ACTIVITY OR EVENT

National School Counselling Week

Inter-Secondary School Debate 
(Preliminaries)
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Moot: Vaccinations are the most e�ective 
means to prevent diseases.

Time: 1:00 p.m.
Moot: Lack of self-discipline is the biggest 
problem a�ecting learners in Virgin Islands 
schools

Inter-Secondary School Debate 
(Preliminaries)
Time: 11:00 a.m.
Moot: Standardised testing in the Virgin Islands 
school system should be abolished.

Professional Development (no school)

1st-5th 
February

3rd 
February  

4th 
February 

11th 
February  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

12th 
February

12th 
February

15th 
February

17th 
February

26th 
February

26th 
February

ACTIVITY OR EVENT cont’d

Midterm Break

Sports Day (In House)
Jost Van Dyke

Inter-Secondary School Debate 
(Semi-Finals) 

Inter-Secondary School Debate 
(Semi-Finals) 

Sports Day (In House)
Recreational Grounds Claudia Creque 
Educational Centre (All divisions) Anegada
(Time: to be announced)

Sports Day (In House)
Virgin Gorda Recreational Grounds
Bregado Flax Secondary Division
(Time: to be announced)

See article on Sister Islands Resilience Teams on page 5
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DID YOU KNOW THAT FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH? 
Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements 
by African Americans and a time for recognising their central 
role in United States history. Also known as African American 
History Month, the event grew out of “Negro History Week,” the 
brainchild of noted historian Carter G. Woodson.

Why not commemorate Black History Month here in the British Virgin 
Islands by celebrating and recognising not only international �gures in 
Black History but our local heros as well. Of special focus could be our 
local history and our Nation Builders including Mr. Foxy Callwood and all 
of those persons in the charitable organisations listed above who have 
proven, through their actions, that they are humanitarians, determined, 
dependable and commendable. Let us remember and teach the youth 
so they can carry on the torch.

FEBRUARY 2021

“Where there is no vision the people perish”
- H. Lavity Stoutt

Theodolph H. Faulkner was a �sherman from Anegada 
who was unsatis�ed with his pregnant wife's access to 
medical care. A skilled orator, he began airing his views 
publicly in Tortola and sparked a march of 1,500 British 
Virgin Islanders, who presented their grievances at the 
Commissioner's O�ce. Mr. Faulkner was instrumental 
in the restoration of the Legisative Council in 1950, and 
served as one of its �rst four elected members.

“I say today to the 
children and young 
people of this territory 
there is hope and no 
one is too young or 
too small to understand 
that we must 
translate the hope in
to action” 
- Ralph T. O’Neal

While I may be
the first woman 
in this office, I 
will not be the 

last.
- Kamala Harris

3 RETURN



In 1966, a young Philicianno “Foxy” Callwood 
built a small bar – “Mom’s Booth and Foxy’s Bar” 
to sell drinks for $0.25 a piece on Jost Van Dyke 
for the island’s annual Harvest Festival hosted 
by the Methodist Church. A visiting sailor from 
St. Thomas approached the young Mr. Callwood 
at his original ‘booth.’ Along with her husband, 
the woman operated a sailing yacht out of St. 
Thomas and struck an agreement with 
Foxy—she would bring visitors to Jost Van Dyke 
on her sailboat, if Foxy would provide drinks 
and a little entertainment with his guitar. Foxy 
obliged and in 1968 set up a permanent 
establishment further down the beach at the 
eastern side of Great Harbour, where Foxy’s 
Tamarind Bar remains to this day.

In the early days, Foxy glimpsed the future in 
visiting vessels, and wanted to cater to and 
welcome this group of visitors. “The start was 
slow,” says Foxy, as he describes his �rst year of 
business. “But I never set out to make money, 
just to have fun,” he stated, remembering the 
early days fondly.

Anyone who knows Foxy knows that he 
typically relays stories from his past in a lyrical, 
poetic form. Foxy often shares the tale of his 

SISTER ISLANDER
OF THE MONTH 

PHILICIANNO “FOXY” CALLWOOD

 

trans-Atlantic sailing voyage when he set about on a sailing schooner 
to �nd his wife in 1971. He returned to Jost Van Dyke with Tessa. They 
have now been married for 40 years, have 3 children together and 
have developed Foxy’s into a global name, which is particularly well 
known in the international sailing community.

Foxy has received several awards and honors over the years for his 
numerous contributions to Tourism and heritage. In 2009, he 
travelled to the UK to receive the honour of “Member of the British 
Empire” by HM the Queen Elizabeth II.

Other notable contributions:
Foxy introduced to his community Foxy's School of Music and formed 
the One Nation band. Foxy and friends through the school of music 
sponsored a young boy from the community and his mom and sent 
them to Atlanta to participate in a musical event.

He also donates to community events and allows the Government as 
well as the Community to use the space at his restaurant to host 
public meetings.

Being very passionate about keeping agriculture alive, Foxy acquired 
land for agricultural purposes and national parks in an e�ort to 
preserve it. The Preservation Society founded by Mr. Callwood caters 
to many programmes for the youth and is responsible for the 
construction of ‘Endeavour 2’, a replica of boats from long ago.

FEBRUARY 2021
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Coming together to strengthen our communities
Resilience in the Sister Islands

Volunteer with an organisation that utilises sustainable practices. 
Instead of carrying plastic bottles during your activity bring along a 
reusable bottle that can be re�lled to reduce plastic waste.

FEBRUARY 2021

On each of the Sister Islands of Anegada, Jost Van Dyke and Virgin Gorda; Resilience Teams were formed to 
assist their communities with Disaster Preparedness being a key objective.

These teams comprise of a diverse group of residents on each of the three (3) Sister Islands who are committed to 
the ideals of: Recovery, Discovery, Prevention, Intervention, Communication and Collaboration through carefully 
coordinated initiatives.

 Rondel Smith – Field O�cer; Lorraine Wheatley 
– President; Cherry Ann George-Smith – 
Ex-O�cio; Shirley Vanterpool – Secretary; Sasha 
Flax – Ex-O�cio; Nurse Nicolas Grant – Treasurer; 
Tieka Creque – Vice President

Carmen Blyden- Secretary; District Representative 
- Hon. Melvin Mitch Turnbull; Charles Blyden - 
Team Member; Marvin Chinnery- Fire O�cer, 
Asif Glasgow-Vice President; Mark Morris – 
Public Relations O�cer; Reginald Graham- 
Public Works; Sasha Flax - Ex-o�cio; Ricky 
Callwood (not shown above) is the President.

Lori-Jean Stevens - Assistant Vice President, 
Trevor Bridgewater Jr- Team Member , 
Vanessa Rhymer- Vice President, Carlton 
Herbert- Team Member, Doriel Riviera-Arrin-
del- Treasurer, Sasha Flax- Ex-o�cio, Yvette 
Faulkner-Grant- Assistant Secretary, Brian 
Davis – President (not shown above)
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