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 In life we face many challenges, but we must strive to 
overcome. We must take stumbling blocks and instead of 
falling or giving up, con�dently utilize them as 
steppingstones. 

 As we encounter trials, we must turn the tests into 
testimonials. Hurricanes Irma and Maria, the COVID-19 
pandemic, now the war in Ukraine and the rising food and gas 
prices…one may ask, ‘what’s next? How can we go on?’ The 
answer is simple: We do what we must. 

 We did it in the aftermath of the 2017 hurricanes here in the 
Virgin Islands; as a community we worked together; we came 
up with resolutions, we got results. We succeeded. We are 
resilient!

 "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will 
succeed." (Proverbs 16:3). 

2nd Quarter 2022

• Message: Resilience, Resolutions and 
Results (Hon. Kye M. Rymer)

• Sister Islander of the Quarter: Guess 
Who?

• Green Tip of the Quarter

• Highlights: Ongoing and Completed 
Infrastructural Projects

• Congratulations: Mr. Verne Wheatley

• Hurricane Corner

• Smart Tips: Hurricane Preparedness

• Schedule of Activites: Anegada

• Itinerary: Anegada Family and 
Friends Reunion

• Schedule of Activities: Virgin Gorda

• Health Tip of the Quarter

• Schedule of Activites: Jost Van Dyke

• Territory Wide Activities and 
Information: Summer Camps

• Historical Overview: Emancipation 
Monday in the British Virgin Islands

• Recipe Corner: Conch Fritters



 As we look forward to more results 
and resolutions, I am also grateful for 
the resilience of this territory. 
September 6th, 2022 ushers in the 
5-year anniversary of Hurricane Irma 
and Maria, some of us thought we may 
be left destitute, but many of us knew 
that it was only the beginning of our 
rebirth.

 As the Minister for Communications 
and Works, I bring greetings to the 
people of the Virgin Islands and more 
speci�cally our sister islands. 

 Despite the many challenges, we 
were able to achieve and complete 
several projects together. On Virgin 
Gorda, the new reservoir at Perot hill, 
road works at Nail Bay, Baker’s Bay and 
Redpoint and the construction of the 
new workshop at the Public Work’s 
department. 

 On Anegada, road signage was 
installed in key locations and road 
works on Pomato point towards the 
agricultural station are ongoing. On 

Deputy Premier & Minister for Communications and Works

MESSAGE FROM
Honourable Kye M. Rymer

Resilience, Resolutions and Results

Jost van Dyke, road works were 
completed on Mountain Road and 
Great Harbour Road. Across the 
territory, meetings with the Taxi and 
Livery Commission took place and a 
free shuttle service was implemented 
during the challenging days of the 
pandemic. 

 As we are at the beginning of 
Hurricane Season 2022, I implore each 
and every one of you to get ready and 
stay ready. The Public Works 
department has already started 
preparedness activities across the 
territory including culvert and drain 
clearing and bush cutting to mitigate 
any challenges. Please continue to pay 
attention to any updates from the 
Department of Disaster Management, 
stock up on non-perishables and 
drinking water and develop a family 
preparedness plan for your households

 I would also like to congratulate Ms. 
Lavern Blyden, Principal of the Jost Van 
Dyke Primary School, Sister Islander of 

the quarter. Her continued e�orts in 
leading the children of the Jost van 
Dyke community have not gone 
without notice. 

 While this year’s predictions for the 
season is an above average one, let us 
continue to show the resilience and 
pride in our people by being prepared 
for anything.

- Hon. Kye M. Rymer

Minister for Communications
and Works
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 Living from the words of the song, “May the Work 
I’ve Done Speak for Me”, makes it easy for me to 
SERVE.  I serve my family; my community; and I 
serve The God of all Grace who is merciful to us all.  
Having spent many years as a teacher and now 
principal of the Jost Van Dyke Primary, and for a 
short time Secondary School, I have found myself to 
be a crucial part of this small but vibrant 
community. The people of Jost Van Dyke have 
become my people and the community is my 
community. The children and their families are also 
my family. When we laugh, we laugh together and 
when we cry, we cry together. It is with this heart 
that there is nothing too much for me to do.

 The tragedies of September 2017, with 
hurricanes Irma and Maria, presented nothing short 
of another opportunity for me to serve once again. 
We lost it all - our school, our footing, and our sense 
of self. However, as sure as there was an end to the 
storm, I was sure that there was a solution to 
getting us, our school and our children back to 

Principal, The Jost Van Dyke School

SISTER ISLANDER OF THE QUARTER
Lavern D. Blyden

Service and Restoration
some normalcy. I was determined that I 
would stop at nothing to see this come 
to pass. Of course, I saw the mess but 
beyond the mess there was a message 
and for me that message was that we 
had a NEW OPPORTUNITY. The 
opportunity to show how a small 
community with a ray of hope and a big 
heart, could develop and triumph!  So, for 
me, I was going after that pot of gold. With 
that in mind, I began working to rebuild 
and restore an environment for our 
students to re-start school.

 I began looking for places on 
Jost Van Dyke that had just 
enough space to house the 
students.  That search was 
like looking for a needle in a 
haystack as most places 
were damaged or otherwise 
unsuitable. 

“It is with profound admiration and gratitude to this individual, that we at the Sister Island 
Unit of the Deputy Governor’s Office, say Thank you and Congratulations to the Sister 

Islander for the quarter, Ms. Lavern D. Blyden. Her testimonial is quintessential of the whole 
concept of ‘Resilience, Resolutions and Results’.”
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 But I still believed!  I believed so much, that I was 
considering how I would use a nearby laundry space, and 
even my apartment, to house the children and get them 
back into a school frame of mind.  One day, while on my 
search, I went right back to the school grounds and found 
that there was something that remained - the building that 
housed the library!  I believed that if we just had enough 
hands and the right tools, we could get the students back in 
and start teaching again! 

 The then Minister of Education, Hon. M. Walwyn, had 
already sought to relocate us to Tortola, where we would 
possibly blend in with another school.  He was very 
con�dent that this was the only choice. But again, I believed 
and knew for sure that although I had lemons, I could make 
just enough lemonade for our little but mighty bunch to 
remain on Jost Van Dyke.  In a conversation with the 
Minister, I begged him for just two weeks to get something 
ready. He agreed but told me that I was crazy. The district 
representative, Hon. M. Turnbull, also told me that I was 
crazy. None of the two saw the message that I saw in the 
mess. During the hustle and bustle, parents in their despair, 
were making an exodus. They were taking or sending their 
children o� island to their native home or to the US 
mainland.

 I called on the teachers, parents, and others from the 
community to come together and work to get something 
going.  It was challenging and since most persons had their 
own homes to maintain, it was a small group who came 
through.  The main restoration was completed with a few 

faithful, diligent, dedicated men and myself, working with a 
generator, day, and night, cutting and hammering. We used 
every bit of materials in sight to get the work done.  We 
pushed and pushed, until our school (our baby) was back.  I 
did not only work on getting our primary students back, 
but I also prepared for the Jost Van Dyke Methodist Church 
Day-care and Preschool.

 Were we back to perfection? No! But we had a humble 
abode where HOPE resided. For me, it has always been 
about the HEART of the matter. Our BVI was labelled as 
resilient and strong after Irma and Maria. For me, I say that 
resilience begins with those who �nd the message in the 
mess. Ever since that time, the Minister and subsequent 
government administrations, though they thought I was 
crazy for even thinking that anything could be restored, 
have little by little been adding to the restoration of the 
JVDPS. 

 As the principal, not only are the students my babies, but 
the teachers are also my great concern.  They are the ones 
who must nurture and educate these children. I look at it as 
having the responsibility at all costs to make sure we are not 
homeless.  My team and I, since 2017, have been doing just 
that.  

 How did I do it? From the Service and Love in my heart! I 
cared! I was Resilient! I found a Resolution! I saw beyond the 
mess! I built partnerships and rallied teams!  I did what 
needed to be done, and may I say humbly, with great 
results!

Install outdoor solar lights- Instead of lighting the path to 
your door using electricity, install some solar path lights that 
charge during the day and light up all night.
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On the Sister Islands

HIGHLIGHTS
Ongoing & Completed
Infrastructural Projects

Virgin Gorda
 Portion of undermining on Nail Bay Road

Tortola
 Fish Bay Road Project May 16-23, 2022.

Anegada
 Renovations at the Emile E. Dunlop Community Centre.

Completed Projects

Anegada
 The Construction of Carlton Benners’ Social Home under 

the Housing and Recovery Unit.

 Dredging of Anegada Salt Ponds Project

 Special Thanks goes out to Chris Juredin and his team at 
Beyond the Reef for their contributions: 

Ongoing Projects

 In April of 2021, it was brought to the attention of BVI 
non-pro�t Beyond The Reef that the Anegada salt pond and 
channel leading into it was drying up at low tide and not 
allowing for natural �ow in and out between salt pond and 
ocean. 

 Beyond The Reef asked the Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Labour and Immigration to attend a site visit, and Mervin 
Hastings and Argel Horton saw �rst hand the need to act 
swiftly. Beyond The Reef was given o�cial permission on 
March 23, 2022 to move forward with the dredging and 
began in April of 2022. 

 These e�orts are currently ongoing and being donated by 
Beyond The Reef to the community for the sake of the 
environment. If any questions on the matter, please contact 
Chris Juredin at 542-2705.
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Forecasters anticipate that the 2022 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season will bring “above average” tropical storm activity to 
the Caribbean region.

Expert forecasts anticipate between 12 and 21 named 
storms this season. Six to 10 systems are expected to 
become hurricanes. Of those, three to six are expected to 
achieve Cat 3 strength or higher intensity.

As always, residents are reminded that it only takes one 
storm on our islands to have tremendous impact on all 
residents, so it is important to be prepared. The public 
should also consider other hazards may impact the BVI 
during the June 1 - November 30 Atlantic Hurricane Season. 
In particular, each home and business emergency plan and 
all emergency kits should include precautions against the 
COVID-19.

BVIDDM | BVI Department of Disaster Management

CONGRATULATIONS!
Mr. Verne Wheatley
Thank You and Best Wishes are in order for Mr. Verne Wheatley, District 
O�cer in Virgin Gorda who is retired as of 30th June 2022 after 25+ years 
of service. He started his position on 1st November 1996. Best Wishes as 
you embark on a new phase of your life.

Congratulations to the 2022 Graduates! The journey Continues! 

Together We Can
#BeReady
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Follow these tips to be better prepared in the event of a 
hurricane:

Prepare a Survival Kit for your Home

 Include �rst aid supplies, hygiene products and any 
medication that you/your family may need.

 Have a ready supply of �ashlights and spare batteries.

 Include a spare set of house and car keys.

 Bring entertainment- battery-operated radios, books, 
magazines, and indoor games.

Stock up on Non-Perishables, Food and Water

 Always keep meat, poultry, �sh and eggs refrigerated at or 
below 40ºF and frozen food at or below 0ºF.

 Avoid buying salty foods that make you thirsty.

 Purchase food in single serving containers to avoid 
spoilage and waste.

 Store ice in sealed bags and containers so you can drink 
the water once it melts.

 Avoid using empty milk jugs to store drinking water; 
bacteria can grow from milk residue in the pores of the 
plastic.

Be Well Prepared

 Make a list and take photos or video of your belongings as 
documentation in case you need to make an insurance 
claim.

Follow these tips to be better prepared
in the event of a hurricane

SMART TIPS
Hurricane
Preparedness

 Identify emergency contacts and keep a copy in your 
survival kit, along with other important documents.

 Take a CPR course and be ready for any emergency.

 Make sure your �re extinguisher works.

 Avoid infection by preparing a personal hygiene bag for 
you and each member of your family.

 Secure family photos and important documents by sealing 
them in plastic bags.

 Backup your computer- save all electronic �les on �ash 
drives or discs and seal them in plastic bags.
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My Artistic Self Abstract Art Workshop
Time: 2:00 p.m.
Place: EAs Sweet Tooth
Tickets: $50.00
Contact: (284) 496-9966 WhatsApp inquiries

Anegada

01
JULY

Anegada Family and Friends Reunion 
Welcome Party
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Place: Potter’s By The Sea
For Registered Reunion Attendees Only

13
JULY

CERT Training by the Department of 
Disaster Management
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Place: Claudia Creque Educational Centre

13-15
JULY

Disaster Preparedness Drive 
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Tentative)
Place: The Settlement (Crossroad)14

JULY

Anegada Family and Friends Dinner 
Dance Gala Fundraiser All White Affair
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: The Big Bamboo
Raising funds for Emergency Shelter Supplies, and 
Scholarships for two students
Price: $30 per person
4 Anegadians will be Honoured at this event!

16
JULY

Public Meeting - Implementation of the 
COI Recommendations
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Place: Claudia Creque Educational Centre17

JULY

Anegada Learn to Swim Summer 
Programme
Time: To be announced
Place: Anegada Beach Club5-8

AUGUST

Green VI Trash to Treasure Eco Art
Workshop
More information will be shared soon
Contact: (284) 468-971928

AUGUST

17
JULY

Anegada Animal Adventure KIDS
Summer Camp 
5 days 4 nights: $500
Price Includes:  Ferry to Anegada, Activities, Tents, 
Meals, T-shirt
Activities include: Horseback riding, animal care, 
water sports, ninja obstacle course, hiking, conch 
island visit
Contact: (284) 346-9779

4-8
JULY

(AGES 8-12)

11-15
(AGES 13-16)

Anegada, Virgin Gorda & Jost Van Dyke

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
on the Sister Islands

Healthy Cleaning Products and Home 
Composting Workshop: GreenVI
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Place: To be determined
Contact: 544-6905
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July 2022  |  Itinerary

ANEGADA
Family & Friends
Reunion

 5:00 p.m.   Registration Check-in

 8:00 p.m.   Welcome Party (Venue to be determined) (Dinner included)

   Door Prizes, 50/50 Ra�e13
WED

 Open Air Bus Tour of Anegada (Optional)

 BBQ Beach Party (Location to be determined) (Lunch included)

 Karaoke/Game Night (Venue to be determined)14
THU

 Day Trip to Virgin Gorda ($60.00 Optional)

 Bene�t Fundraiser Dinner Dance (Location to be determined)

  ALL WHITE ATTIRE (Tickets $30.00)
16

SAT

 5:00 p.m Sunday Service at Rhema Worship Tabernacle

   Beach time activities (Location to be determined) (Lunch included)

   Farewell Party (Location to be determined) (Dinner included)
17

SUN

 Wear your Reunion T-Shirts

 Horseback Riding (Optional)

 Beach time fun activities (Venue to be determined) (Lunch included)

 Authentic Anegada Dinner (Dinner included) followed by Family History Presentation

 Rooftop Party/Talent Show at KG’s Cafe

15
FRI
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HEALTH

TIP
Bene�ts: Helps to aid digestion, enhance 

skin health, weight loss, removes toxins from 
your blood and boosts energy.

Drink a glass of water �rst thing in 
the morning. “ “

Green Sprouts Eco Club Summer Swim 
Program
Place: Fisher’s Cove Beach
Registration Ages 5-10: June 27th | 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Registration Ages 11-17: June 28th | 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Contact: Julie - (284) 340-7996

29-29
JUNE JULY

Make it Lit Party Equipment Rental and 
Supplies Presents On D’ Block Party 
Time: 1:00 p.m. until (Into the night)
Place: The end of North Road in Valley
             (beside Carasi Café)
Food, Fun, Family, Carnival games, Prizes, Music

03
JULY

Green VI Trash to Treasure Eco Art
Workshop
More information will be shared soon
Contact: (284) 468-971910

JULY

Christmas in July 2022 (10th Edition)
Presented by: The BVI Tourist Board & Wally
Castro Marine
Time: 9:00 a.m. until Sunset
Location: Pond Bay, Virgin Gorda
Music by: Local bands and Puerto Rico
Entrance: Free
Contact: 787-721-2525

23
JULY

Green VI 9th District Community 
Clean-Up
Time: To be determined
Place: To be determined
Contact: (284) 468-9719

20
AUGUST

17
SEPTEMBER

Public Meeting - Implementation of the 
COI Recommendations
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Place: Catholic Community Centre
             Valley Virgin Gorda

Green VI 9th District Community 
Clean-Up
Time: To be determined
Place: To be determined
Contact: (284) 468-9719

29
JUNE

9th District Community Clean-Up:
Green VI
Time: To be determined
Place: To be determined16

JULY

Virgin Gorda
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The Hendo’s 5K 2022 Jost Do It Race
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Place: Hendo’s Hideout, JVD
Registration: $50.00
Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place

Jost Van Dyke

02
JULY

Public Meeting - Implementation of the 
COI Recommendations
Time: 12:00 Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Place: Foxy’s Tamarind Bar15

JULY

Healthy Cleaning Products and Home 
Composting Workshop
Hosted by: Green VI
Time: 9:30 a.m. -11:00 a.m.
Place: To be determined
Contact: (284) 544-6905

24
JULY

Green VI Trash to Treasure Eco Art 
Workshop
More information will be shared soon
Contact: (284) 468-9719

28
AUGUST
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In the British Virgin Islands

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
Emancipation Monday

The �rst Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in August are 
public holidays in the British Virgin Islands. On August 1st 
1834, the Emancipation Act saw the abolition of slavery 
across the British Empire. During the festival, the culture and 
history of the people are showcased in grand style with

extravaganzas of local and international music, pageants, 
Food Fairs, j'ouvert (street jamming), parades, gospel 
celebrations and folklore presentations. Watch out for the  
‘rise and shine tramps’  - these are noisy parades led by 
reggae bands in the back of a truck that begin at 3:00 a.m.

Did you know that an air ambulance 
�ight can cost $20,000? Get peace of 
mind for less than $1USD a day with 
MASA Assist.

Proudly serving the Caribbean for over 
25 years, MASA Assist is the undisputed 
leader in air abulance coverage. Protect 
yourself and your loved ones with an 
a�ordable plan that works for you!

ENROLL TODAY!
 (284) 494-8684  
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Heat 1 quart of vegetable oil in a frying pan

In a bowl mix ¾ cup of �our, ½ cup breadcrumbs, 2 eggs 
and ½ cup of milk

Chop up: Onion, green pepper, red pepper, yellow 
pepper, fresh garlic, celery

Chop up conch meat (Freshly caught Anegada conch 
recommended)

Mix 1 cup of the conch with the vegetable combo (see 
above: onions, etc.).

4

5

1

2

3

Add all ingredients to the �our and egg mixture.

Season with black pepper, salt, garlic powder, onion 
powder, ground cayenne pepper, adobo seasoning (as 
desired)

Drop the batter into the hot oil (by tablespoon) and fry 
until golden brown.

Drain on paper towels.

Serve with Dipping Sauce!

9

10

6

7

8

INSTRUCTIONS

RECIPE CORNER
Conch Fritters
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