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VIRGIN ISLANDS

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL

Background

 Bill seekdgo give legal effectto recommendationgrom three
assessment017#2019 concerningheinstitutionalstructure
andlawsregulatingthe fisheriesandagriculturesectors-

I. Assessmenof the Virgin | s | aMadng and Fisheries
Sector

Il. GreenPaperi ProposedRevisionsto theVirginl s | ands o
4 Ses/

FisheriesAct, No. 4 of 1997 and

for the
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS (BVI)

lil. IssuesPaper- Reviewand Revisionof Legislationfor the
ProposedVirgin | s | aDephgntentof Agriculture and
Fisheries,

while also giving effect to recommendations from the

public that were received during consultations on the
above assessments.

R AN




VIRGIN ISLANDS
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Peoposed Revibions fo tae
Stakeholder Consultations Fisheries 4t No. 4 of 1997
el q,,!;,o
V Legally establish the newly merged Department e

of Fisheries aniepartment of Agricultureand
define responsibilities;

MARINE AND FISHERIES SECTORS

|V Legally establisivirgin IslandsAgriculture and

Fisheries Marketing Authoritio manage P
Agriculture and Fishery Complendprovide  momem
benefits to farmers/fisherfolk, including in

times ofdisasters.
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and
Stakeholder Consultations
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V Merge the Department of Fisheries and Department of
Agriculture— Sections 6 to 13 provide for the establishment;
powers and functions of thBepartment of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food Security

V Establishment of Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fishing

provide benefits to fisherfolk and farmers - Section19 to

49 establishes and provides for the powers, functions ar

responsibilities of th&irgin Islands Agriculture and

Authority to manage Agriculture and Fishery Complex ar| ugesgss g

Fisheries Marketing Authority including to manage the
British Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Complex.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

Principal Responsibility- Regulatory and policy oversigbf the
agriculture and fishing sectors.

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authorityincluding
to manage the British Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fishing Complex

Principal Responsibility:- Supportingand fostering the development of
thebusiness of fishing and farming in therritory and providing
financial support tdisherfolkand farmers
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establishagriculturaland fisheriesmarketingauthority (basedon @
“e mp | oovyedceo r p o rmadel)far Imehefitof farmersfisherfolk: '
(Section22)

Ownership of the Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing BTN
Authority —

(a) the Governmenbdf theVirgin Islandsowns51% of the Authority;

(b) membersof the Authority own 49% of the Authority,

but subject to the condition that the Government shall progressively
transfer the controlling majority interests in the Authority to members
once the Authority has demonstratedthe attainment of financial and

managemenperformancendicatorsasspecifiedin section28 (2) (1).)



VIRGIN ISLANDS
FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establishagriculturalandfisheriesmarketingauthority for benefit
of farmersfisherfolk:
(Section22)

Membersof the Authority shall comprisel

« any farmer or fisherfolk who is a citizen or permanentresidentof

theVirgin Islands

 who has paid the annual membership (US$50+) levied by the
Authorityin anygivenyear
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder Consultations

V Legally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority for benefit of
farmersfisherfolk:
(Section24)
Board of the Authority shall comprisethe following persons
(a) the Permanentecretaryof the Ministry responsibldor agriculture andfisheries
(b) the Financial Secretary
(c) theDirector Generalof the Authorityor his or her designate
(d) Eight other directorsfrom agro/fishing industry appointedwith the approvalof Cabinet,
by the Minister asfollows
(i) 2 membersnominatedby farmerswho are members onefrom Sisterislands
(i)  2membermnominatedbyfisherfolk who are members onefrom Sisterislands
(i) 3 privatesectorrepresentativesvolvedin agro/fishingbusiness
(iv) one representativefrom nongovernmentalorganisationsor communitybased
organisationsgdomiciledin the Territory.
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority for benefit of
farmersfisherfolk:

Section22 (4)

Memberof the Authority may-

(a) disposeof or sell to the Authority any farm/fish producefor which
themembeisshall receivefair marketvaluefor suchproduce

(b)receive a grant or loan from the Authority to support any
agriculture/fisherieusinessn the Territory;

(c) transferredto any personhis sharesor interestsin the Authority at
thetimeof his disease
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establishanagriculturalandfisheriesmarketingboard
for benefitof farmersfisherfolk:
(Section20 (3).)
Within 6 months of the Act coming into effect the Virgin
Islands Agriculture and FisheriesMarketing Authority shall

establishoperateand maintainan agricultural and fisheries
marketing complex in such population centersas deemed
necessaryythe Minister1 including on Sisterlslands
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing
authorityfor benefitof farmersfisherfolk:
(Section31 and 32)
Authority to maintain and operate Fund for benefit of
members (e.g. Incentives for fishers fund to offer

grants/loans establish insurance for farmersfisherfolk
sharein overall profits of the Complexgetc).
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establish an agricultural and fisheries marketing
authorityfor benefitof farmersfisherfolk:
(Section20 (4).)
Authorityto purchasefishery and agriculture producefrom
any member for sale at the agriculture and fishery

marketing complexfor which servicethe Authority shall be
entitledto levy andretain 10% of the value of the purchase
price as an administration fee that shall be paid into the
Fund establishedindersection30.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

SpecificResponsibilities:

Providesupport and assistance to local licensed farmers and fishers in
the development and operation of farming and fishing industries, incluc
the provision ofinancing and support afteisasters.

Manage any incentives provided by Government to assist farmers and
fishers, especially in times efmergency or disaster.
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"5 [ Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority
manisons | SPECIficResponsibilities:
nnEswEsHERES SE0Rs | e Provide operate, and maintagervices/facilitiesn the Territory for the
MAY 201 rearing, processing and sale of domestic livestock and locally reared fish.

e Provide for thesound management of domestic animals, pests and
diseases.

* Providefood safety inspections at the port and at food production centres
Including slaughter houses and food processing plants to control pests ar
diseases, genetically modified organisms and living modified organisms.

« Manageabattoirs.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

SpecificResponsibilities:

Issue licenses for persons involved in the business of farming or fishing.
Undertakanspections and enforcement of licenses issued under the Act.
Undertake amgricultural census.

DevelopFood Security Management Plan.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

SpecificResponsibilities:
e Maintainapublic Information Management System on

() the inventory of agricultural lands including traditiofeaiming
areas

(i) thefish stock assessment

(i) registered agriculturatasessharecroppinggreementsagricultural
permits/licenses

(iv) registeredishing agreements, licences goermits

(v) marineecosystemdjsh catchegfish stocksfishing vessels/licenses.
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- Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

REPORT
s |- SpecificResponsibilities:
TR« Acquire, hold, manage and leaSeown Land for the production, storage,
YIRS processing, inspection, treatment or sale of food.

Operateguarantine stations and pounds.

e Maintain thePounds and Livestock Brands Register.

 Allot brands to owners of livestock.

 Impound anchumanely manag#ray and dangerous dogs.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

SpecificResponsibilities:
A License food processing facilities and butchers, including

slaughternouses and cold storage facilities.

Licence importers and exporters of food, plants, animals and animal
products.
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Division of Responsibilities

@ INNOVATION

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority
mvrensians |- SpacificResponsibilities:
e A In collaboration with théMinistry of Natural Resources and the Ministry
— of Health, establisetandards, procedures and operational guidelines fo

the management of pesticides andgenetically modified organisms and

for organic farming.

A NATIONAL FOOD AND NUTRITION POLICY

for the
IRGIN ISLANDS (BVI)
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[ Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority
s | SpecificResponsibllities:
remmrEEEe L A In collaboration with the Department, establisimdards for the
v labelling and branding of food produced in the Territory.

e In collaboration with the Department, and no less than every five years
undertake atock assessment of priority fishery resources.

* In collaboration with the Department, coordinate the formulation of a
Fisheries Management and Development Plan to guide the conservation
and sustainable use of priority fishery resources.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority

SpecificResponsibilities:

Maintain Registry of fishing vessels.

Licensing and inspection of local fishing vesseland foreign fishing
vessels

Licensemarine scientific research relating to the business of fishing.

Licenseaquaculture facilities.
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Legally establishanagriculturalandfisheriesmarketingboard
for benefitof farmersfisherfolk
(Sectionb3)

Empowers Authority to acquire Crown Lands for food

production, and to Issues leases on Crown Lands for
agricultural production
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Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder
Consultations

V Rationalise use of Crown Land for agriculture production and food
security

Section50(a)

Agricultural census to be undertakerby Authority including the identification
of Crown Lands that are suitablefor agriculturalproductionandwhich are, at
thetime of thecensusandinventory,notunderlease

(Section53(1).)
Authority may, with theapprovalof —

(a) theMinisterresponsibldor Finance and

(b) theMinisterresponsibldor NaturalResourceandLabour,

acquire, hold, manageand lease Crown Land for the production, storage,
processinginspectiontreatmenbr saleof food.



VIRGIN ISLANDS
FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL

V Authority to raiserevenuefrom i

* membershifees

» |ssueoflicensesandpermits

» revenuefrom sale of produce at agriculture and fishery marketing
complex

» |easedor agricultural landincludingat ParaquitaBay;

» feesfor inspectionsandservices

* training andcertificationprograms

» useof assetglanding sites,marketingcomplexfood processinglants,
abattoirs,vesselsetc);

* Bondsissuedoy useof assetsascollateral.
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e Division of Responsibilities

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

THE VIRGIN ISLANDS SpeC|f|CReSponS|b|l|t|eS
MARINE AND FISHERIES SECTORS 2 W|th|n a year O.I: th|S ACt C0m|ng II’]'[O EﬁeCt, undertakemntory Of =
Ay (1) historical farm areas;
() watersheds/solls to identify areas suitable for farming activities;

(i) markets for agricultural and fisheries products including a monthly
summary of market prices (wholesale and retail) and food imports

» Undertakeaninventory of Paraquita Bay Estate and otheCrown
Lands that are used for agriculture production.
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D iVi S i O n Of R eS po n S i b i I i ti eS ANATIONAL FOOD AND NUTRITION POLICY

AND PLAN OF ACTION

for the
IRGIN ISLANDS (BVI)

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

SpecificResponsibilities
e Develop aViaster Plan for the Paraguita Bay Estate.

 Develop aolicy and Strategy for Sustainable Agricultural
Production, Food Security and Food Safety.

« Establish, monitor, review and regularly update the standards, guidelir
and operational procedures concerrtibgndards for Food Security
and Safety.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

SpecificResponsibilities
Maintain adatabase containing information on—

u

u
5
5

e

registeredarmersfisherfolk;

areas under agricultural productjon

agricultural production costs

fish landings including volumes, species, sizes and location of the
landings;

Imports of agricultural and fisheries products, including volumes ar

costs
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Division of Responsibilities

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

SpecificResponsibilities
* In collaboration with the Authority, establistandards for the labelling
and branding of food produced in the Territory.

e In conjunction with the Authority, and no less than every five years,
undertake atock assessment of priority fishery resources.

* In collaboration with the Authority, coordinate the formulation of a
Fisheries Management and Development Plan to guide the
conservation and sustainable use of priority fishery resources.
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Division of Responsibilities

V Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security

Section 10 (1) - The Departmentshall, in consultation with the
Ministry of NaturalResourcesandthe Ministry of Health developand

formulatewithin five yearsof this Act cominginto force and effect, a
Policy and Strategyfor SustainableAgricultural Production, Food

Security and Food Safety to ensure the sound and sustainable | .o smsmmmmme
production,managemendnduseof food for Virgin Islandersyresidents
andvisitors to the Territory while addressindhe impactsfrom climate

changeanddisaster®n food production
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