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VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Background 

 
• Bill  seeks to give legal effect to recommendations from three 

assessments (2017-2019) concerning the institutional structure 

and laws regulating the fisheries and agriculture sectors – 

i. Assessment of the Virgin Islandsô Marine and Fisheries 

Sector,  

ii. Green Paper ï Proposed Revisions to the Virgin Islandsô 

Fisheries Act, No. 4 of 1997; and  

iii. Issues Paper - Review and Revision of Legislation for the 

Proposed Virgin Islandsô Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries,  

while also giving effect to recommendations from the 

public that were received during consultations on the 

above assessments.  



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and 

Stakeholder Consultations 

 
 

VLegally establish the newly merged Department 

of Fisheries and Department of Agriculture, and 

define responsibilities; 

 

VLegally establish Virgin Islands Agriculture and 

Fisheries Marketing Authority to manage 

Agriculture and Fishery Complex and provide 

benefits to farmers/fisherfolk, including in 

times of disasters. 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and 

Stakeholder Consultations 

 
VMerge the Department of Fisheries and Department of 

Agriculture – Sections 6 to 13 provide for the establishment, 

powers and functions of the  Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Food Security; 

 

VEstablishment of Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fishing 

Authority to manage Agriculture and Fishery Complex and 

provide benefits to fisherfolk and farmers - Section19 to 

49 establishes and provides for the powers, functions and 

responsibilities of the Virgin Islands Agriculture and 

Fisheries Marketing Authority, including to manage the 

British Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Complex.  



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Principal Responsibility: - Regulatory and policy oversight of the 

agriculture and fishing sectors.  

 

 

VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority, including 

to manage the British Virgin Islands Agriculture and Fishing Complex 

 

Principal Responsibility: - Supporting and fostering the development of 

the business of fishing and farming in the Territory and providing 

financial support to fisherfolk and farmers.  



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

VLegally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority (based on 

“employee owned corporation” model) for benefit of farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 22)  

 

Ownership of the Virgin  Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing 

Authority – 

(a)  the Government of the Virgin Islands owns 51% of the Authority; 

(b) members of the Authority own 49% of the Authority, 

but subject to the condition that the Government shall progressively 

transfer the controlling majority interests in the Authority to members 

once the Authority has demonstrated the attainment of financial and 

management performance indicators as specified in section 28 (2) (i).) 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

VLegally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority for benefit 

of farmers/fisherfolk:  

(Section 22)  

 

Members of the Authority shall comprise ï 

 

• any farmer or fisherfolk who is a citizen or permanent resident of 

the Virgin Islands; 

 

• who has paid the annual membership (US$50+) levied by the 

Authority in any given year. 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder Consultations 

 

VLegally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority for benefit of 

farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 24) 

Board of the Authority shall comprise the following persons: 

(a)  the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry responsible for agriculture and fisheries; 

(b)  the Financial Secretary; 

(c)  the Director General of the Authority or his or her designate; 

(d) Eight other directors from agro/fishing industry appointed with the approval of Cabinet, 

by the Minister as follows: 

(i)   2 members nominated by farmers who are members ï one from Sister Islands;  

(ii)     2 members nominated by fisherfolk who are members ï one from Sister Islands;  

(iii)   3 private sector representatives involved in agro/fishing business; 

(iv)      one representative from non-governmental organisations or community-based      

 organisations domiciled in the Territory. 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  
Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 
VLegally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing authority for benefit of 

farmers/fisherfolk: 

Section 22 (4)   
 

Member of the Authority may - 

(a) dispose of or sell to the Authority any farm/fish produce for which 

the member shall receive fair  market value for such produce; 

(b) receive a grant or loan from the Authority to support any 

agriculture/fisheries business in the Territory; 

(c) transferred to any person his shares or interests in the Authority at 

the time of his disease. 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

 

VLegally establish an agricultural and fisheries marketing board 

for benefit of farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 20 (3).)  

Within 6 months of the Act coming into effect, the Virgin 

Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority shall 

establish, operate and maintain an agricultural and fisheries 

marketing complex in such population centers as deemed 

necessary by the Minister ï including on Sister Islands. 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

 

VLegally establish agricultural and fisheries marketing 

authority for benefit of farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 31 and 32) 

Authority to maintain and operate Fund for benefit of 

members (e.g. Incentives for fishers; fund to offer 

grants/loans; establish insurance for farmers/fisherfolk; 

share in overall profits of the Complex, etc.). 

 

 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

 

VLegally establish an agricultural and fisheries marketing 

authority for benefit of farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 20 (4).)  

Authority to  purchase fishery and agriculture produce from 

any member for sale at the agriculture and fishery 

marketing complex for which service the Authority shall be 

entitled to levy and retain 10% of the value of the purchase 

price as an administration fee that shall be paid into the 

Fund established under section 30. 

 

 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Provide support and assistance to local licensed farmers and fishers in 

the development and operation of farming and fishing industries, including 

the provision of financing and support after disasters. 

 

• Manage any incentives provided by Government to assist farmers and 

fishers, especially in times of emergency or disaster. 

 

 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  
Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Provide, operate, and maintain services/facilities in the Territory for the 

rearing, processing and sale of domestic livestock and locally reared fish. 

 

• Provide for the sound management of domestic animals, pests and 

diseases. 

 

• Provide food safety inspections at the port and at food production centres 

including slaughter houses and food processing plants to control pests and 

diseases, genetically modified organisms and living modified organisms. 

 

• Manage abattoirs. 

 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Issue licenses for persons involved in the business of farming or fishing. 

 

• Undertake inspections and enforcement of licenses issued under the Act.  

 

• Undertake an agricultural census. 

 

• Develop Food Security Management Plan. 

 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Maintain a public Information Management System on : 

(i) the inventory of agricultural lands including traditional farming 

areas; 

(ii)  the fish stock assessment; 

(iii)  registered agricultural leases, sharecropping agreements, agricultural 

permits/licenses;  

(iv) registered fishing agreements, licences and permits; 

(v) marine ecosystems, fish catches, fish stocks, fishing vessels/licenses. 

 

 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Acquire, hold, manage and lease Crown Land for the production, storage, 

processing, inspection, treatment or sale of food. 

 

• Operate quarantine stations and pounds. 

 

• Maintain the Pounds and Livestock Brands Register. 

 

• Allot brands to owners of livestock. 

 

• Impound and humanely manage stray and dangerous dogs. 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

Å License food processing facilities and butchers, including 

slaughterhouses and cold storage facilities. 

 

• Licence importers and exporters of food, plants, animals and animal 

products. 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

Å In collaboration with the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry 

of Health, establish standards, procedures and operational guidelines for 

the management of pesticides and genetically modified organisms and 

for organic farming. 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

Å In collaboration with the Department, establish standards for the 

labelling and branding of food produced in the Territory. 

 

• In collaboration with the Department, and no less than every five years, 

undertake a stock assessment of priority fishery resources. 

 

• In collaboration with the Department, coordinate the formulation of a 

Fisheries Management and Development Plan to guide the conservation 

and sustainable use of priority fishery resources. 

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VVirgin Islands Agriculture and Fisheries Marketing Authority,  

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Maintain Registry of fishing vessels. 

 

• Licensing and inspection of local fishing vessels and foreign fishing 

vessels. 

 

• License marine scientific research relating to the business of fishing.  

 

• License aquaculture facilities.  

 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

 

VLegally establish an agricultural and fisheries marketing board 

for benefit of farmers/fisherfolk: 

(Section 53) 

 

Empowers Authority to acquire Crown Lands for food 

production, and to issues leases on Crown Lands for 

agricultural production. 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Recommendations from Technical Assessments and Stakeholder 

Consultations 

 

VRationalise use of Crown Land for agriculture production and food 

security 
Section 50 (a)  

Agricultural census to be undertaken by Authority including the identification 

of Crown Lands that are suitable for agricultural production and which are, at 

the time of the census and inventory, not under lease.  

 

(Section 53 (1).) 

Authority may, with the approval of –  

(a) the Minister responsible for Finance; and 

(b) the Minister responsible for Natural Resources and Labour,  

acquire, hold, manage and lease Crown Land for the production, storage, 

processing, inspection, treatment or sale of food.  

 

 
 



VIRGIN ISLANDS   
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V Authority to raise revenue from ï 

• membership fees; 

• issue of licenses and permits; 

• revenue from sale of produce at agriculture and fishery marketing 

complex; 

• leases for agricultural land including at Paraquita Bay; 

• fees for inspections and services; 

• training and certification programs; 

• use of assets (landing sites, marketing complex, food processing plants, 

abattoirs, vessels, etc.); 

• Bonds issued by use of assets as collateral.  



VIRGIN ISLANDS   

FOOD SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILTY BILL  

Division of Responsibilities 

 
VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Within a year of this Act coming into effect, undertake an inventory of  - 

(i) historical farm areas; 

(ii)  watersheds/soils to identify areas suitable for farming activities; 

(iii)  markets for agricultural and fisheries products including a monthly 

summary of  market prices (wholesale and retail) and food imports. 

 

• Undertake an inventory of Paraquita Bay Estate and other Crown 

Lands that are used for agriculture production. 
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Division of Responsibilities 

 
VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Develop a Master Plan for the Paraquita Bay Estate. 

 

• Develop a Policy and Strategy for Sustainable Agricultural 

Production, Food Security and Food Safety. 

 

• Establish, monitor, review and regularly update the standards, guidelines 

and operational procedures concerning Standards for Food Security 

and Safety. 
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Division of Responsibilities 

 
VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• Maintain a database containing information on – 

ü  registered farmers/fisherfolk; 

ü  areas under agricultural production; 

ü  agricultural production costs; 

ü  fish landings, including volumes, species, sizes and location of the 

landings;  

ü  imports of agricultural and fisheries products, including volumes and 

costs. 
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Division of Responsibilities 

 
VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Specific Responsibilities: 

• In collaboration with the Authority, establish standards for the labelling 

and branding of food produced in the Territory. 

 

• In conjunction with the Authority, and no less than every five years, 

undertake a stock assessment of priority fishery resources. 

 

• In collaboration with the Authority, coordinate the formulation of a 

Fisheries Management and Development Plan to guide the 

conservation and sustainable use of priority fishery resources. 
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Division of Responsibilities 

 

VDepartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security 

 

Section 10 (1) - The Department shall, in consultation with the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ministry of Health, develop and 

formulate within five years of this Act coming into force and effect, a 

Policy and Strategy for Sustainable Agricultural  Production, Food 

Security and Food Safety to ensure the sound and sustainable 

production, management and use of food for Virgin Islanders, residents 

and visitors to the Territory while addressing the impacts from climate 

change and disasters on food production.  



Questions/Comments 


