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VIRGIN ISLANDS HERITAGE MONTH COMMITTEE

EmancipationService



Praise & Worship

**Territorial Song     Mr. Yohance Smith
GenY Factor Winner 2022

***Territorial Pledge

*Afro-Caribbean Anthem            Lift Every Voice And Sing

*Scripture Reading & Invocation Lay Preacher Rosemary Flax
Methodist Church of the Caribbean and Americas

      Vice President, BVI Christian Council  

Opening Remarks        Reverend Dr. Melvin A. Turnbull 
Chairman, Virgin Islands Heritage Month Committee 

Brief Remarks  Dr. the Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley
Premier and Minister of Finance

Brief Remarks       Honourable Sharie B. de Castro
Minister for Education, Culture, Youth Affairs and Sports 

Selection    Mr. Jeremy Vanterpool
Saxophonist

Proclamation         Dr. Arliene T. Penn
Minister, Cane Garden Bay Baptist Church

                                                                        Director of Communications

Brief Remarks Honourable Mark H. Vanterpool
Fourth District Representative 

Introduction of Guest Speaker Reverend Dr. Melvin A. Turnbull
Fourth District Representative 

Pre-sermon Selection Ms. Rochelle Smith
Head of Humanities, H. Lavity Stoutt Community College

Emancipation Sermon   Reverend Dr. Bartholomew Orr
Pastor, Brown Missionary Baptist Church

Memphis, Tennessee

We Shall Overcome 
*Benediction

* Stand
** Stand attention

*** Stand and place right hand over heart

There shall be no movement or taking of photograph during the Territorial Song
and Pledge, Scripture and Invocation.

Programme



1.
Out of the huts of history’s pain
Our ancestors bled and died!

But with strength and will power we overcame
To restore Beautiful Virgin Islands pride!

To preserve our beauty we devised a plan 
To retain ownership of your precious lands!

Educating our people is the golden key
To maintain the success of this Territory!

Chorus 
Oh how radiant are your daughters!

And how wealthy are your sons!
Your beaches boast your beauty!

And your success is second to none!
 

Green and brilliant are your hillsides!
They replenish our hopes and pride!

Oh Beautiful Virgin Islands!
Your qualities can never be denied!

2.
May God richly bless this country!
May we ask three things of thee…

Courage for our great leaders
That they may rule our destiny!

We ask for wisdom for our people 
That we may live in harmony!

And understanding for children
So they may cherish this legacy!

I pledge to my country, the Territory of the Virgin Islands, to encourage national 
pride and dignity, render patriotic service, promote justice for all, be true to God 

and remain dedicated to these Virgin Islands.

Territorial Song
Oh Beautiful Virgin Islands

Territorial Pledge



1.
Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

2.
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet,
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?                                                                                            

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered;

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3.
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee.

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.

Lift Every Voice And Sing



1.
We shall overcome, we shall overcome,

We shall overcome someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, 

We shall overcome someday.

2.
The Lord will see us through, The Lord will see us through,

The Lord will see us through someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,

We shall overcome someday.

3.
We're on to victory, We're on to victory,

We're on to victory someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,

We're on to victory someday.

4.
We'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand,

We'll walk hand in hand someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We'll walk hand in hand someday.

5.
We are not afraid, we are not afraid,

We are not afraid today;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,

We are not afraid today.

6.
The truth shall make us free, the truth shall make us free,

The truth shall make us free someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,

The truth shall make us free someday.

7.
We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace,

We shall live in peace someday;
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe,
We shall live in peace someday.

We Shall Overcome

1.
Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

2.
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet,
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?                                                                                            

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered;

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

3.
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou Who hast brought us thus far on the way;

Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee.
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee.

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.



Queen Elizabeth II Park
Monday, 1st August, 2022

7:00 a.m.

Sunrise
SERVICE

We invite you to join us for the


