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“Public Service Stalwarts” 

 

On Monday 18th October, 2021, our Territory celebrated the first Heroes and Foreparents’ 

Day to recognise Virgin Islands’ pioneers who helped shape our Territory in areas like 

Agriculture, Health, Business, Politics, Public Services, The Arts, Religion, Education, and 

many other aptitudes.  Indeed, these Virgin Islanders blazed the trail and created the 

foundation for what we now know as our beautiful Virgin Islands.   

 

As I reflect on the Territory’s first celebration of Heroes and Foreparents’ Day, I am 

reminded of the many men and women who have made significant contributions to the 

advancement of the Public Service.  These public officers, past and present, served 

diligently. 

 

In my reflection, of an exhaustive list, I highlight some of the persons who have impacted 

my public service journey; who have helped to shape and mould my career as a public 

officer.   

- Dr. Robert Mathavious, OBE for encouraging me to change my career from 

financial services to human resources which allowed me to follow my passion for 

developing people. 

- Mrs. Lisa Penn-Lettsome for being my first Public Service boss who embraced my 

eagerness and desire to make an impact as a young professional. 

- Ms. Magdalene Rhymer for affording me the opportunity to be creative, take risks 

and express my love for people. 

- Mrs. Keturah Crabbe for her ability to guide me in the right policy direction to 

enable me to make decisions based on historical evidence and data. 

- Mrs. Audrey Weston for providing me with all the cultural relevance and nuances 

necessary to be an impactful public officer. 

- Mr. Andrew St. Hilaire for his unselfish ability to train me in the area of salary 

administration and for teaching me the ropes of working in the Department of 

Personnel Services as a new public officer. 

- Mrs. Lorna Smith, OBE for her vigour and dedication to transforming the Public 

Service and providing me with an opportunity as a young professional to lead the 

significant HR Reform component of the PSDP. 
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- Mr. Emerson Otto O’Neal for his institutional knowledge and his ability to lead 

territorial reform (NIDS). 

- Mr. Elton Georges, CMG, OBE for setting the right example of how to speak truth 

to power and teaching me how to properly use The Laws of the Virgin Islands. 

- Mrs. V. Inez Archibald, CBE for my exposure to all facets of the work in the Deputy 

Governor’s Office which prepared me for being effective in my current role. 

- Mrs. Rosalie Adams, OBE for teaching me the importance of calmness, 

steadfastness and speaking truth to power. 

 

These persons have shaped, moulded and made a significant impact, not only in my 

public service career, but in my life.  As we conclude the month of October, we must 

recognise the individuals and families that have helped to lay the foundation of this 

important organisation that serves as the nucleus of our Territory.   

 

Are there public officers whom you consider to be Public Service Stalwarts who have 

made significant impacts on the betterment and advancement of the Public Service?   I 

would love to learn more about these individuals and the impact they made on your life 

and the organisation.  Send your contributions via email to dgo@gov.vg by Friday 5th 

November, 2021.  The compilation will be shared throughout the Public Service so other 

public officers can learn and appreciate the work that has been done to establish this 

exemplary organisation.  I look forward to your submissions. 

 

As the Territory grows and expands, we continue to develop a new generation of leaders 

who will enable our Territory for generations to come to see further advancements and 

maintain the Virgin Islands we proudly call home.  We are indeed on the right side of 

history thanks to these men and women.   

 

Thank You Public Service Stalwarts!   

 

 

 

David D. Archer, Jr. 

Deputy Governor 
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