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Your Government and You
Moving Forward Together
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ood day and God’s Blessings to all the
people of the Virgin Islands, from Districts
One to Nine.
We are pleased to share this February edition of
the BVILOVE Magazine, which chronicles some
of the work of your Government on behalf of you
the people of the Virgin Islands.
On 25th January, we launched the BVILOVE
e-Magazine, and “Your Government and You
Moving Forward Together”, is its subtitle and we
will be publishing this magazine on the 25th day
of every month so that you can be updated with
the work that your Government is doing. In this
month’s issue of the BVILOVE e-Magazine, we
have highlighted some of the major projects that
are completed or underway, since taking office.
You would recall that on 25th February, 2019,
you the people of the Virgin Islands went to the
polls in free, fair and democratic elections. The
majority of the electorate voted for a change in
Government, bringing into office the team lead
by Premier and Minister of Finance Honourable
Andrew A. Fahie. We continue to be humbled
and will continue to do our part in your best
interest and that of the Virgin Islands.
The last two years we have had tremendous
success as well as constraints and challenges, but
with faith in our God, your Government has been
unrelenting in our task of delivering the mandate
which you have given us. We continue to remain
confident that our Father in Heaven will continue
to keep us and sustain us.
Your Government has accomplished a lot. And,
may we say that this was only possible with the
support and dedication of our public officers:
1. Preparing three budgets in under 21 months
– two in just eight months – is not an easy
feat;

2. Responding to the COVID-19 crisis, by
developing and implementing policies and
protocols during this constantly changing
and fluid pandemic, required many long days
and nights drafting, redrafting, consulting,
researching, negotiating and more. This has
not been an easy feat; and
3. Driving the recovery process forward following
the devastating hurricanes of 2017.
There have been many unseen and unsung
heroes, and I want to say thank you to all of
them, and to their families who have been
understanding and supportive.
Their work in this COVID-19 era is an inspiration
for us to have confidence in our abilities as Virgin
Islanders; because it is our Virgin Islands people
who have done these things.
It is our Virgin Islands people who have managed
and continue to manage COVID-19 in the BVI,
and who have brought us to this point where our
Tourism industry can be reopened with control
measures that allow our economy to resume
functioning while minimising health risks.
Simply put, we continue to do our best to balance
lives with livelihoods.
To briefly forget what is happening, or to even try
to forget what is happening would not do justice
to what really is happening.
You would recall that your Government’s first task
in 2019 was to pass the overdue 2019 Budget by
April – which we did.
The 2019 Budget was a transitional budget –
meaning that for the remaining eight months
of that year, your new Government had to carry
out a legislative and fiscal agenda that was
created and already set in motion by the old
Administration.
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Many of your new Government’s priorities had to
wait for the new Budget in 2020. But this is how the
Government system works.
So in the interim, we tackled those issues which we
could, given the limitations of the system.
Your Government piloted and passed legislation to
clear up the backlog of Immigration issues so that
we can begin reforms to the Immigration and Labour
systems and ensure that Virgin Islanders are treated
fairly in the job market. This is your Government
working for you.
To further assist our people to get meaningful
employment, your Government launched the 1,000
Jobs in 1,000 Days Programme in partnership with
local businesses. This is your Government working for
you.
We also initiated a number of training programmes
in collaboration with the H Lavity Stoutt Community
College (HLSCC), such as the Marine Training
programme and the more recent Solar Training
programme, to equip our people to take advantage of
opportunities, both present and emerging. This is your
Government working for you.
The world is moving towards green, clean and
renewable energy and we must ensure that our people
are ahead of the curve instead of having to play catchup.
The future is for the prepared. So, we have to prepare
for the future.
Your Government also passed legislation to support
the Beneficial Ownership Secure Search System
(BOSSs) to strengthen regulation and transparency in
our Financial Services Industry, and compliance with
Economic Substance requirements.
The BOSSs, as you know, is BVI built, and has been
heralded as a world-class search engine in the industry.
We also passed a number of pieces of legislation to
further strengthen the regulation of business in the BVI.
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One important area that Your Government also
immediately focused on was re-energising Tourism.
The Territory’s Tourism industry had not yet recovered
from Hurricane Irma roughly 18 months before, and
Tourism is one of our two main economic drivers that
generates revenues and creates thousands of jobs and
business opportunities.
You would recall that, in the early months of our term,
the Premier had to rush off to the Seatrade Cruise Global
event in Miami to speak with our international cruise
partners and to get them to put the BVI back on their
routes. Cruise line executives, along with the Florida
Caribbean Cruise Association (FCCA), visited the BVI
in October 2019, and held a number of meetings,
including one with our on-the-ground stakeholders
such as taxi and tour operators and vendors. The
result of this intervention was an immediate increase in
bookings that positioned the Territory to go into 2020
with a very positive outlook for cruise arrivals.
In November, 2019, your Government, with the support
of our public officers across all the ministries, prepared
and passed the 2020 Budget – a Budget that was
designed to transform our Virgin Islands into a leading
regional economy by 2025 through entrepreneurship,
innovation and local and foreign investment.
This vision included goals for diversifying our
economy, empowering our Virgin Islands people, and
transitioning the Territory to 60 percent clean energy by
2030. All things being equal, the BVI was positioned
for 2020 to be a miraculous year for recovery and
development.

members of the fourth house of Assembly

For more information, please click
on the link below or scan the QR
code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/
premier-fahie-affirms-hiscommitment-people-virgin-islandsfollowing-ministerial

SCAN ME
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BUDGET ADDRESS (transitional) APRIL 2019
‘Transitioning Towards Sustainable Growth’
For more information, please click on the link
below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/2019-budget-addresspremier-and-minister-finance-honourable-andrewfahie

SCAN ME
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BUDGET ADDRESS DECEMBER 2019

Transformation for Resilience and Sustainability:
SMART strategies, Empowered People, and Green
Development
For more information, please click on the link
below or scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/pub/2020%20Budget%20
Address.pdf

SCAN ME
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BUDGET ADDRESS NOVEMBER 2020
‘Innovation: Building a Stable, Diverse, Competitive
Economy, With Strong Industries and Partnerships for
Regional and International Trade, by Building and
Harnessing the Creative Capacity of our Human Capital’
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/2019-budgetaddress-premier-and-minister-finance-honourableandrew-fahie

SCAN ME
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PREMIER FAHIE DELIVERS REPORT ON
THE FIRST 100 DAYS IN OFFICE
June 6 marked the First 100 Days since the Premier of the Virgin Islands,
Honourable Andrew A. Fahie and his Government took office.
In an official statement, titled, “Restoring Hope and Prosperity to All,” the
Premier said that the people of the Territory gave the Virgin Islands Party
the mandate to lead for the next four years, and to usher in a new era of
change and renewal.
“We came into office understanding the challenges that face us as a
people; and also understanding that it will take bold, sometimes even
unconventional, leadership.”
The First 100 Days in Office is a report by the Premier of the Virgin
Islands on Government’s activities in its first 100 days since taking
office. The address is aligned with the administration’s core principles
of accountability, transparency and good governance. This is an
opportunity for the public to get a holistic view or understanding of
where the ministers and their ministries, departments, units and statutory
boards currently are in achieving Government’s agenda.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/premier-fahie-delivers-report-first100-days-office

SCAN ME
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HISTORIC FIRST CABINET MEETINGS

Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable Andrew
A. Fahie, continued on his commitment to hold Cabinet
meetings on the Territory’s main Sister Islands.
The Premier said although the meetings are closed to the
public, the Government saw it fit to have the presence of
Cabinet meetings on other Sister Islands, as its decisions
affect everyone in the Territory.
“That is why I ensured that we included in the Speech from
the Throne my Government’s commitment and intention
to have at least one meeting a year on a few of our Sister
Islands.”
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/first-cabinet-meetingbe-held-thursday-virgin-gorda
http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/another-historicmove-cabinet-meet-jost-van-dyke

SCAN ME
HISTORIC FIRST
CABINET MEETINGS
VIRGIN GORDA

SCAN ME
HISTORIC FIRST
CABINET MEETINGS
JOST VAN DYKE

HISTORIC FIRST CABINET MEETINGS - ANEGADA
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ICT POLICY REMAINS A PRIORITY FOR
BVI GOVERNMENT
Information Communications and Technology (ICT)
stakeholders gave their feedback on the Government’s
draft National ICT Policy and Strategy.
Agencies represented in the discussions were the Premier’s
Office, Telecommunications and Regulatory Commission,
Department of Information Technology, and the Recovery
and Development Agency (RDA).
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/ict-policy-remainspriority-bvi-government

SCAN ME
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bvi deleigation attends
49TH agriculture fest
IN st. croix, US Virgin Islands
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CRUISE EXECUTIVES SHARE EXPERIENCES
WITH LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS
Experts from the Cruise Industry including the Florida
Caribbean Cruise Association, Royal Caribbean Cruises
Ltd., Norwegian Cruise Lines, Carnival Cruise Lines,
and Disney Cruise Lines met with local cruise industry
stakeholders at the meeting hosted by Tortola Pier Park Ltd.
in collaboration with the BVI Tourist Board and BVI Ports
Authority.
Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable Andrew A.
Fahie said that it was important for the Cruise Executives
to come to the Territory and conduct the public forum as it
was imperative for partners in the Tourism industry to hear
the expectations of passengers and cruise lines.
The Premier said, “This forum gave stakeholders an
opportunity to share their concerns and seek advice and
co-operation in improving the Territory’s tourism products;
diversifying its offerings; and achieving greater financial
yield and economic dispersion from the industry.”
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/cruise-executivesshare-expectations-local-stakeholders

SCAN ME
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GOVERNMENT HOSTS ITS FIRST
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS FORUM
The Government of the Virgin Islands engaged members of the
Chamber of Commerce and Hotel Association through its Business
Solutions Forum platform to help provide solutions on how its
services and policies can be improved.
Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable Andrew A. Fahie said
the forum was part of the Government’s commitment of Good
Governance, Transparency and Accountability through engaging
with industry stakeholders. “I want our industry stakeholders to be
empowered to share their expert opinions on how Government
services affecting various sectors can be improved,” the Premier
said.
The Chamber of Commerce presented the issues, provided
proposed solutions and shared the requirements that the business
sector has for the Government.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/government-host-its-firstsolutions-forum

SCAN ME
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Regularisation of status
CEREMONY
Fast Track Programme’s Successful Applicants To
Receive Certificates
People who have been continuously resident in the Virgin
Islands for more than 15 years, and have met all the
other criteria could apply to have their status regularised.
Successful applicants in the Fast Track Initiative were
awarded their Residency and/or Belonger Status
Certificates and Cards at a ceremony at the Multipurpose
Sports Complex.
For more information,
please click on the link or icon below or scan the
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/public-assuredupcoming-reclamation-will-not-affect-ruins

SCAN ME
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1000 JOBS IN 1000 DAYS LAUNCH

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan
the QR code

h t t p s : / / b v i . g o v. v g / m e d i a - c e n t r e /
premiers-statement-house-assembly1000-jobs-1000-days-initiative

SCAN ME
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1000 JOBS IN 1000 DAYS Workforce Training Boot Camp
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1000 JOBS IN 1000 DAYS 30 eMployed at pg gAS

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/30employed-through-1000-jobsprogramme

SCAN ME
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New Border Management System

The Immigration Department receives a new Border
Management System. The various stakeholders who
will be the users of this system include Customs,
Police, Passport and Visa Office and the Department
of Information Technology.
Government officials were the first to be processed
by the Immigration Department’s new Border
Management and eVisa System at the Terrance B.
Lettsome International Airport ahead of the reopening
of the Territory’s borders to visitors.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR
code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/contract-signedborder-management-system-0
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training programme marine training

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan
the QR code

h t t p s : / / b v i . g o v. v g / m e d i a - c e n t r e /
government-invests-marine-trainingvirgin-islanders

SCAN ME
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Photos of THE Caribbean Institute’s
Solar Technician Training
Programme’s Welcome Reception
Caribbean Institute’s Solar Technician
Training
Programme’s
Welcome
Reception was held at the HLSCC
Campus on Tortola. This programme is
designed to train our people in the new
area of renewable energy technology.
The
12-week
course
includes
persons from our Sister Islands. The
training received will allow for future
entrepreneurs in this area among many
other positive and revenue making
initiatives.
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PREMIER FAHIE:
“OUR GREATEST ASSET IS OUR PEOPLE”
Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable
Andrew A. Fahie declared that the Territory’s
greatest asset is its people and that it is the
mantra of the Government to build the people
of the Virgin Islands.
Premier Fahie said taking care of the people
is not about popularity but that it is about
the long-term prosperity of these islands and
fulfilling purpose through the actions of the
Government.
The Premier said, “When all of this is finished
and all is said and done, we would have
ensured that we strengthened the capacity
of our people, increased the capacity of our
people, and strengthened and increased the
capacity of our contractors as they not only
work in the BVI, but anywhere in the world.”
Premier Fahie added, “We must ensure that
we continue this same trend even in job
opportunities in the public sector and private
sector. We know that we will need some help
from outside to help build our Territory, but we
cannot build the Territory without its people
and that is the mantra of this Government. We
will do it together, on the road towards being
more self–reliant.”
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan
the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/
premier-fahie-our-greatest-asset-ourpeople
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AD HOC VIRGIN ISLANDS ECONOMIC
ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED
As part of the Government of The Virgin Islands’ plans to achieve its vision to be a
leading economy through entrepreneurship, innovation, foreign and local investment by
2025, Premier and Minister of Finance Honourable Andrew A. Fahie, in consultation with
members of his Cabinet, made a decision in October to establish an ad hoc Economic
Advisory Council to the Premier (EAC).
Premier Fahie explained, “At this stage in the Territory’s constitutional and economic
development, it is in the best interest of the Government and the people that the EAC,
a non-constitutional and independent body be established to provide economic advice
specifically to the Premier.”
The EAC is expected to highlight key economic issues facing the Territory to the Government
of the Virgin Islands from an objective viewpoint. It will also closely monitor national
and international economic developments and trends and will develop appropriate policy
responses and points of action for the Premier of the Virgin Islands.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/ad-hoc-virgin-islands-economic-advisory-councilestablished

SCAN ME
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BVI LAUNCHES COVID-19 HUMAN AND
ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT

The British Virgin Islands COVID-19 Human and Economic Impact Assessment Report
(HEAT Report) has presented the overall impact of the Coronavirus on the Territory.
Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable Andrew A. Fahie said the report paints a
picture of the virus’ impact on the Territory, taking into account its initial spread to the
islands and the wider Caribbean region.
He gave an overview of the impact of COVID-19 on the British Virgin Islands stating
that, “through targeted action, infections have been kept to a minimum and outbreaks
were quickly contained.”
The HEAT report has helped to guide the Government of the Virgin Islands’ COVID-19
response and remains a reference point as it fine-tunes its policy prescriptions to drive
the recovery from the global pandemic.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

SCAN ME
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https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-launches-covid-19-human-and-economicimpact-assessment-report

BVI BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP SECURE
SEARCH SYSTEM IS BEST-IN-CLASS
The Beneficial Ownership Secure Search system
(BOSSs) continues to place the Virgin Islands on the
cutting edge of Beneficial Ownership information
exchange with the capability of responding to requests
in real time.
In an update on the Financial Services Industry Minister
of Finance, Honourable Andrew A. Fahie said that
utilising the BOSS system platform has enabled the
Virgin Islands to also rise to meet European Union
standards on data collection with an efficiency and
effectiveness that some of our competitors may envy.
The BVI’s Beneficial Ownership Secure Search system
(BOSSs) is said to be a cutting-edge electronic search
engine that enables the relevant BVI Authorities to
have a searchable database with information on BVI
Companies and their beneficial owners. This system
was pioneered in the Virgin Islands to facilitate the
sharing and searching of BVI Beneficial Ownership
information.

For more information,
please click on the link
below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/mediacentre/bvi-beneficialownership-secure-searchsystem-best-class

SCAN ME
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LOCAL FOOD SERVICE OPERATORS
TO RECEIVE UNDP GRANTS
The Government of the Virgin Islands
announced in June that it was partnering
with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) to assist Micro,
Small and Medium sized Enterprises
(MSMEs) in the food services sector
including restaurants, cafés and food
vans.
The UNDP’s financial assistance
of $40,000 was to provide direct
assistance to ten food service businesses
in the Territory.

For more information,
please click on the link below or
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/localfood-service-operators-receive-undpgrants

SCAN ME
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JOINT TASK FORCE FORMED
Officers of Her Majesty’s Customs continue to further
intensify protection of the sea borders of the British Virgin
Islands amidst the ongoing battle against the COVID-19
global pandemic.
Officers of the Immigration Department have also teamed
up with Customs Officers under the theme: “BVILOVE:
Partnering and Protecting our Sea Borders in The New
Regular.”
The joint team is utilising locally available resources to
establish strategic platforms in the Territorial waters from
which officers will be able to monitor vessels at sea and to
rapidly deploy patrol vessels to intercept them, if necessary,
on a 24-hour basis.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-government-furthertightens-its-sea-borders

SCAN ME
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GRADUATES URGED TO START
BUSINESSES WITH SKILLS
Minister for Education, Culture, Youth
Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture, Dr.
the Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley
encouraged graduates of the Caribbean
Vocational
Qualification
(CVQ)
programme to start their own businesses
with the skills they have acquired.
Honourable Wheatley told the students
of the Virgin Islands School of Technical
Studies (VISTS) that technical vocational
studies are at the forefront of the future
of the Territory’s economy.
The Caribbean Vocational Qualification
(CVQ) is administered by the Caribbean
Examination Council and the Virgin
Islands School of Technical Studies
(VISTS) is the only school in the Territory
who offer the certificate.
For more information,
please click on the link below or
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/
graduates-urged-start-businessesskills-vocational-programme
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‘CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW TO BE LED
BY THE PEOPLE’- PREMIER FAHIE
Premier and Minister of Finance Honourable Andrew A. Fahie stated that the
review of the current Constitution will be led by the people of the Virgin Islands
when the Constitutional Review begins.
“This means refamiliarising ourselves with what currently exists in the
Constitution so that we are able as a people to conduct a comprehensive
review to determine whether it is a strategic fit to facilitate the achievement of
the aspirations of Virgin Islanders and Belongers,” the Premier said.
The review would be conducted by a Constitutional Review Commission which
will consist of nine members including a Chairperson, a Deputy Chairperson
and five other members appointed by the Premier. The other two members
shall be appointed by Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.
The Commission will be required to organise and conduct public forums, in
person or virtually, as well as using other channels for receiving feedback from
the citizenry.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/constitutional-review-be-ledpeople-premier-fahie

SCAN ME
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BVI RECEIVES QUALITY SHIPPING
CERTIFICATION
The British Virgin Islands was among 12
countries and territories to receive the
United States Coast Guard’s (USCG)
Quality Shipping in the Twenty First
Century Certification.
Director of Virgin Islands Shipping
Registry, Mr. John Samuel said this
certification indicated that vessels
registered in the Virgin Islands (BVI
Flagged) operating in US waters have
consistently met the stringent quality
and safety standards as required under
international maritime law.
The certification is valid for the period
of one year from July 1, 2020 to June
30, 2021.
For more information,
please click on the link below or
scan the QR code
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EAST END-LONG LOOK
FIRE STATION RE-OPENS

Minister for Transportation, Works and Utilities Honourable Kye Rymer said
in July that the Government of the Virgin Islands remains committed to
upgrading and outfitting fire stations throughout the Territory and announced
that the fire Station in the East End/Long Look community was functional.
“I am pleased to see that the station is completely refurbished with a new
roof, new floor, fresh paint on the inside and outside, new air condition
unit and floor unit. Now the people of the East End/Long Look community
have a functional fire station that can provide service to the people in the
community,” the minister said.
Honourable Rymer said that the Government welcomed the partnership with
the Rotary Club of Tortola in completing the fire station, a substation of the
Virgin Islands Fire and Rescue Service.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/east-end-long-look-fire-station-reopens

SCAN ME
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POLICE FORCE TO RECEIVE FOUR NEW
VEHICLES
The Royal Virgin Islands Police Force added four new law enforcement vehicles to its
fleet as the Government of the Virgin Islands continued to invest in law enforcement.
Premier and Minister of Finance Honourable Andrew A. Fahie said that he was pleased
that the Government was able to make this necessary purchase to further enhance the
capabilities of the force to carry out its law enforcement responsibilities.
“As a Government, we will continue to ensure that financial allocations are made to
provide the Royal Virgin Islands Police Force (RVIPF), HM Customs and Immigration
Department with the resources needed to perform in managing crime in our Territory,”
the Premier said.
Premier Fahie also commended Border Protection and Law Enforcement agencies for
their efforts to ensure the safety of the Territory’s borders and safety on land.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://www.bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/police-force-receive-four-new-vehicles

SCAN ME
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR’S REFORM
PROCESS LAUDED
Minister for Natural Resources, Labour and Immigration Honourable
Vincent Wheatley commended the Department of Labour and
Workforce Development for its reform process which he said
dramatically improved services offered to the public.
“When we make businesses work more efficiently, the entire country
benefits and that’s our aim, we want businesses to flow easier,”
Honopurable Wheatley said while addressing the first employer
orientation session which saw six (6) representatives from the public
and private sector receiving training on workplace procedures and
protocols as well as the labour laws of the BVI.
The Department of Labour and Workforce Development partnered
with National Health Insurance (NHI), the departments of Inland
Revenue, and Trade, the Immigration Department and the Social
Security Board to exchange information to employers as it relates to
their fields of expertise at the orientation sessions

For more information,
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/department-labour-s-reformprocess-lauded

SCAN ME
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APPOINTMENTS

DR. RICHARD GEORGES IS TERRITORY’S
FIRST POET LAUREATE
Dr. Richard Georges is the Literary and
Cultural Ambassador responsible for
promoting the understanding of and
appreciation for Virgin Islands history
and cultural heritage through poetry.
The honour was bestowed on Dr.
Georges in November as he was
officially named the Virgin Island’s Poet
Laureate through a programme initiated
by the Department of Culture.
Dr. Georges is the first to hold such a
prestigious title in the Virgin Islands and
will do so for a period of three years.
For more information,
please click on the link below or
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/
dr-richard-georges-territory-s-firstpoet-laureate
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launch of BVILOVE with
BVI TOURIST BOARD
Premier and Minister responsible for Tourism, Honourable
Andrew A. Fahie said, “Our secret is BVILOVE.
BVILOVE is our brand which simple means ‘Love
Our Virgin Islands Every day’. BVILOVE is goodwill
that we have built up and it is something that is in
our hand—in fact it is in our DNA. In everything
we do we must aim for excellence – and we do it
because we love our BVI.”

For more information,
please click on the link or icon below or scan the
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-premier-andminister-finance-honourable-andrew-fahie-bvilovelaunch-tourism

SCAN ME
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Unveiling of BVI PORTS AUTHORITY’s
NEW Logo

For more information,
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-ports-authority-unveils-newbrand
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND
FISHERIES IMPROVING SERVICES
Director of Agriculture and Fisheries, Theodore E. James said his department has
been steadily improving its services and facilities at its Paraquita Bay station.
Mr. James said the focus during 2019 and 2020 was on improving the department’s
working conditions and assessing the challenges of the fishing and farming
community. Several small projects he said were completed, and more will continue
to benefit stakeholders and the public.
Director James said “The agricultural and fisheries industry will always be
faced with challenges. It is my aim to properly assess these challenges,
followed by thorough planning, skilled execution and continuous
evaluation and readjust if necessary. It is my ultimate goal to position the
fishing and farming industries for major success.”
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/department-agriculture-and-fisheriesimproving-services
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Government Invests in Prison
Rehabilitation

For more information,
please click on the icon below or scan the QR code
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City Park And Ride
Throughout The Territory
The Park and Ride Free Shuttle Service initiative has
proven to be fruitful, as it provides transportation
to many, aids with the congestion of the traffic
flow and above all serves as a stimulus to over
100 taxi operators throughout the Virgin Islands.
Minister for Transportation, Works and Utilities
Honourable Kye M. Rymer said, “The Government
of the Virgin Islands is committed to providing a
Pedestrian Friendly City, through the City Park and
Ride Free Shuttle Service initiative.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/city-park-andride-extends-throughout-territory
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MARINE SURVEY

Officials from the United Kingdom’s National Oceanography
Centre (NOC) delivered training on the uses of the machinery and
their expectations for the research expedition that they were about
to embark on for marine survey mapping to officers in various
departments of Government and Non-Governmental Organisations.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/training-begins-marinesurvey-mapping

SCAN ME
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VIRGIN ISLANDS TRADE COMMISSION
lAUNCHED

The Virgin Islands Trade Commission ceremony officially
launches the new Statutory Body.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

http://gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-premier-andminister-finance-honourable-andrew-fahie-launchvirgin-islands
http://gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-junior-ministertrade-and-economic-development-honourableshereen-flax-charles
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COVID-19
C

OVID-19 came on the scene and shut down
global tourism and travel. Economies around
the world were affected – much in the same way
that we in the BVI were affected.
As you know, we had to make some tough
choices – and in some cases we did not have a
choice in the matter. We had to close our borders
to international arrivals. But then, we must
remember that other countries were also closing
their borders as well.
We had to institute curfews to make sure that
we did not get any outbreak of COVID-19. We
had to make sure that our health systems were
not overwhelmed. And we have seen how even
in the more developed countries when measures
were not taken the healthcare systems became
stressed and could not cope.

COVID-19 has not gone away. The situation is
still fluid. We are seeing new variants of the virus
being detected in many countries. So, we still
have to be vigilant and we have to proceed with
caution. Simply put, we are not out of the woods
with COVID-19 as yet.
Your Government’s strategy for coping with
COVID-19 was not done by guess. From the
inception of this emergency, your Government
joined forces with you the people and increased
our prayers and faith.
We brought together a Task Force of Government
officials and the private sector to plot out different
scenarios for how the pandemic could affect
the BVI and what we should do in the different
scenarios.

It was tough on everyone, but we can safely say
that with God’s help, we were able to save a
lot of lives here in the BVI, and to prevent a lot
of people from getting sick with COVID-19. It
was a difficult time for our business owners and
their employees, but we were able to save the
economy from complete collapse.

The recommendations from this Task Force
helped us to plot the course for the reopening
of the borders, starting with our air borders first.
It also guided us with how to approach measures
such as economic stimulus and social support for
the vulnerable families affected by the COVID-19
restrictions.

Many other countries have been in and out of
lockdowns. Every time they begin opening up they
get outbreaks, people die and they have to shut
down again. They are scrambling to get a handle
on their situation. They are closing their borders
once again. They are sending their people back
into lock down. But, thanks be to God, in the BVI
we began gradually reopening businesses since
around June and we have progressed to reopen
our borders for visitors to come in.

As you could well imagine, COVID-19 has
hampered us in a lot of the work we had planned.
It affected Government revenue. It occupied a lot
of our time and attention.

The evidence shows that the protocols that your
Government has put in place, with the guidance
of our professionals at the Ministry of Health and
other agencies, are quite effective so far. Air arrivals
are picking up and we are optimistic that – based
on the COVID-19 situation, which is still very fluid
- once the time comes for sea borders to reopen,
then tourism will continue to pick up even further.

We had to shift priorities and resources, because
when we planned and passed the 2020 Budget,
the world was not aware of this disease called
COVID-19, and no one could have imagined
that in a matter of weeks it would shut down the
world.
So, in response to the COVID-19 threat, your
Government focused most of our resources and
energy on boosting up our health capabilities.
Your Government established a secure ward at
the Dr. D. Orlando Smith Hospital for treating
COVID-19 patients.
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COVID-19
We equipped a CARPHA-certified lab so that
we can do testing for COVID-19 on-island. We
needed a lab because if we are inviting tourists
to come, we have to be able to get their tests and
their results as quickly as possible.
It also means that we can detect cases in our own
population and get persons to treatment sooner
rather than later, and also that we can do the
contact tracing faster and cut off any community
spread.
Your Government and the Ministry of Health also
put a lot of effort into sourcing heath equipment
and supplies.
You would recall that during the initial lockdown
period, when persons were unable to work, your
Government provided food supplies to needy
families.
Each Member of the House of Assembly
(HOA) was allocated $300,000 to assist their
constituents.
With this pandemic and its effect on the social
situation in our society, I intend, through
the Cabinet, to ask the Minister for Social
Development to set up a Special Committee to
inform on the social impact of COVID-19 in the
BVI, and to make recommendations on how to
reach affected persons so that they can get the
support they need.
Sanitation is important for health, so we instituted
the house-to-house collection so that people
could dispose of their household waste.

GRANTS

T

he BVI Social Security Board (SSB) stepped
forward to provide a grant of $40 million to
support the Territory’s economic stimulus plan.
Of this sum, $7.5 million was for strengthening
the National Health Insurance and $10 million
was for temporary income support due to special
circumstances such as the COVID-19 Pandemic.
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These two initiatives were to be administered
by the Social Security Board. We made this
information public from the very first day.
From the $40 million Social Security Board
grant, the $17.5 million, of which $7.5 million
is to strengthen the NHI and $10 million is for
temporary income support, these funds are to
be administered by the Social Security Board.
The remaining sum included:
• $2 million for grants to boost the agriculture
and fisheries industries;
• $6.5 million in grants for local businesses
affected by COVID-19;
• $1 million in stimulus grants for hotels and
villas affected by COVID-19;
• $10 million to assist persons to watertight
homes damaged by Hurricane Irma;
• $1 million for other social needs;
• $1 million in assistance to churches,
daycares and private schools; and
• $1 million to fund a transportation initiative
to transport persons arriving into the Territory
to their secure quarantine locations.
This is your Government working for you in the
middle of a pandemic.
As the impact of COVID-19 became clearer,
the Social Security Board allowed for us to
make some adjustments to these allocations –
although there was no change in the overall sum
of the grant nor changes in the supervision of
the funds. These funds were to be administered
through systems as approved by Cabinet and
the Social Security Board.
The Government is required to provide regular
reports to the Social Security Board on how the
funds were used, and to be audited weekly by
the internal auditors.
The Government was required by the Social
Security Board to put measures in place to
ensure that the money is spent according to the
agreement and that there is no abuse of these
funds.

COVID-19
And the Social Security Board retained the right to
cease the release of funds if it finds that the funds
are being abused.
We say this to remind the public that these funds
are subject to rigorous checks and balances by the
Social Security Board and the internal auditors to
ensure that they are accounted for.
Your Government continues to be thankful to the
Social Security Board for stepping up to assist
the BVI public, and for helping us to monitor the
checks and balances, and providing the extra
layer of accountability in the economic stimulus
programme.
As at September 2020, 1,423 businesses applied
for the business grant and were evaluated
according to the set guidelines. Of this number,
1,039 businesses were successful in qualifying for
grants ranging from $1,592 to $7,955.
Additionally, your Government was able to secure
a $40,000 grant from the UNDP to assist 10 food
businesses distributed across Tortola, Anegada,
Virgin Gorda and Jost Van Dyke.
These are just some of the ways your Government
was able to assist our people during this COVID-19
pandemic.
We have not considered the infrastructure and
systems that were put in place for our children
to continue their education; measures such as
providing the tools such as laptops for them to
attend online classes.

At the airport, we have constructed a new
Welcome Centre where arriving passengers
can be tested before they are geo-tagged
and then sent to their approved quarantine
accommodation.
The BVI Airports Authority (BVIAA) has also
implemented the BVIGateway online app to
manage the approval process for persons
wanting to come to the BVI.
The BVIAA has received accreditation for its
COVID-19 health protocols from Airports
Council International (ACI) – the leading
standards body for the global airport industry.
Apart from Puerto Rico’s airports, no other
airports in our part of the region have this
accreditation for COVID-19 safety. This
improves our international reputation as a
safe destination during COVID-19 and our
competitive advantage in regional tourism.
Your Government worked with the BVI Tourist
Board and the HL Stoutt Community College to
get our Tourism businesses Gold Seal certified to
safely receive guests during COVID-19.
This is innovation. This is progress. This is your
Government working for you.
And there is a lot more that can be said about
what your Government did to further boost the
Territory’s resilience in COVID-19, but we were
working equally hard in many other areas.

It does not include the support we have given to
HM Customs, Immigration and the Royal Virgin
Islands Police to secure our sea borders during
COVID-19 and to improve public safety.
It does not include the measures implemented at
the Terrance B. Lettsome International Airport to
create a safe environment for us to receive visitors
and to reopen Tourism.
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COVID-19 UPDATES

For more information,
please click on the link
below or scan the QR
code

SCAN ME
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COVID-19 FOOD DELIVERY DURING LOCK DOWN
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COVID-19 FOOD DELIVERY DURING LOCK DOWN
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COVID-19 FIRST ARRIVALS AFTER LOCK DOWN
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COVID-19 BUSINESS INSPECTION-TASK FORCE

50

COVID-19 BUSINESS INSPECTION-TASK FORCE
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A Time of Thanksgiving and Praise
MARCH 2020
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A Time of Thanksgiving and Praise
MARCH 2020 - VIRGIN GORDA
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A Time of Thanksgiving and Praise
MARCH 2020 - VIRGIN GORDA
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A Time of Thanksgiving and Praise
NOVEMBER 2020
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launch of Gold Seal standard
and highlights of qualified businesses
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Arrival Building at T.B. Lettsome
International Airport –
Welcome Centre
The Terrance B. Lettsome International
Airport’s newly constructed Welcome
Centre is designed with a lounge,
swabbing stations, isolation rooms,
donning and doffing rooms, restrooms
and more.
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Laptops for students

Laptops provided for students and teachers and stamp duty
was waived for purchasing of lands by Belongers as part of
the Territory’s Economic Response to COVID-19.
The tender process was waived to purchase 500 laptops
for students and teachers to support online education,
and stamp duty was waived to ease some of the financial
burden of residents who would be in a position to purchase
property during this COVID-19 era in a manner that
encourages the properties to remain in local hands.

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/laptops-and-waivestamp-duty-added-economic-stimulus
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BVIHSA RECEIVES TWO PORTABLE
VENTILATORS FROM BANCO POPULAR

The BVI Health Services Authority is the
recipient of a donation of two portable
ventilators and accessories and 1000 N95
masks courtesy of Banco Popular.
For more information,
please click on the icon below or
scan the QR code

SCAN ME
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COVID-19 HEALTH AND
SAFETY GUIDELINES

60

BVI Gateway

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/british-virgin-islandslaunches-groundbreaking-bvi-now-app
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retrofitting at the
dr. d. orlando smith hospital
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GOVERNMEnT PROVIDES stimulus
assistance to Businesses, churches, day
cares, Private schools, taxi drivers
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GOVERNMEnT PROVIDES stimulus
assistance to Businesses, churches, day
cares, Private schools, taxi drivers
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GOVERNMEnT PROVIDES stimulus
assistance to Businesses, churches, day
cares, Private schools, taxi drivers
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LEGISLATION
T

he Virgin Islands Shipping Registry (VISR) is
on its way to becoming ISO-9001:2015
certified which will not only improve the Registry’s
operational efficiency but will help us to meet our
international obligations.
As we work towards fulfilling these obligations,
it is worth mentioning that your Government,
before the start of the pandemic, passed the
Merchant Shipping Act to further strengthen
our maritime laws. This law addresses safety on
the water and protecting the environment from
pollution, among other provisions.
On the legislative side, while we were dealing with
COVID-19, your Government still managed to
take a number of important pieces of legislation
to the House of Assembly (HOA).
We brought forward the Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court (Virgin Islands) (Amendment)
Act, the Nurses and Midwives Act, the Trade
In Endangered Species (Cites) Act, the
Supplementary Appropriation (2015) Act, the
Virgin Islands Trade Commission Act which
incorporated Consumer Protection laws to be
implemented during pandemic and disasters.
This will empower your rights as consumers to
quality services and goods during the times when
you are at your most vulnerable.
All these and many more were passed in the
House of Assembly during your Government’s
tenure of 23 months. And most of these were
passed during the COVID-19 pandemic.
We also passed the Asset Seizure and Forfeiture
Act, which has been in effect since July 2020, so
that proceeds of crime – including white-collar
crime – can be restrained if necessary.
This further strengthens our legislative framework
for the Financial Services industry, and other
areas, because any illicit money passing through
our economy can be blocked and seized,
following, of course, the due process of the law.

Your Government, without any prodding
from anyone, has passed laws to deal with
money laundering and anti-trust, again further
strengthening our systems and making it clear
that the BVI economy and Financial Services
industry will not support dirty money, corruption
and transnational crime.
The Virgin Islands (Gaming and Betting) Control
Act has been passed. We have some adjustments
to make to this Act and then we will move forward
with implementation so that we can create more
economic opportunities for our people.
The Virgin Islands Cannabis Licensing Act and
the Drugs (Prevention of Misuse) (Amendment)
Act have been passed in the House of Assembly,
and your Government is committed to working
through whatever challenges may exist, so that we
can proceed with establishing the BVI’s medical
marijuana industry and create more economic
opportunities for our people.
This is innovation. This is progress. This is your
Government working for you.
During the 24 short months of our term in
office - despite having to work for eight months
with a transitional budget and despite having
to battle COVID-19 for nearly half of our time
in office, your Government has done a lot of
work throughout the Territory, across all of the
ministries and in all nine Districts.
This is your Government working for you the
people.
As we look towards 2021, your Government is
aiming at a very packed agenda.
On the legislative side, your Government will be
bringing forward a number of pieces of legislation
to further strengthen Good Governance.
These are commitments that we made in our
Manifesto. This is not anything that we are being
made to do by anyone. It is something that we
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have been consistently committed to doing and
you can see that in the Speeches from the Throne
for 2020 and 2021.
You can go back and find them on the Government’s
website and read them, because knowledge is
power.
So, for instance, your Government has been
proactive in drafting an Integrity in Public Life Act
and Code of Conduct for Public Officials which is
before Cabinet, and which we expect to be taking
to the House of Assembly in the very near future.
Your Government did this. For months we were
working on this and last December we placed the
first draft of this legislation before Cabinet.
A new Procurement Act is being worked on to
further strengthen accountability and transparency
in public procurement. We are also targeting to
get the Contractor General Legislation and Whistle
Blower Legislation brought forward as well.
The Police Act is going to be brought back to the
House of Assembly, and I assure the public that
after the First Reading, there will be extensive
public consultations, so that you, the people, can
tell us what is your input on this legislation.
And may I say, your Government is fully in favour
of Good Governance legislation. We fully support
further strengthening our independent institutions.
We fully support transparency and accountability.
And your Government is walking the talk.
Because, in order to move forward with selfdetermination we must have resilient and effective
institutions and Governance systems.
We have to be able to show the United Kingdom,
the world, but more so ourselves, that we can
govern ourselves.
We have to show that we can police ourselves.
We have to provide the solid assurances to the
entire world that the BVI is a safe place to live and
to do business.
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And, if we do it for no other reason, we have to do
these things to ensure that we protect the rights of
our people and we ensure that taxpayers’ money
is not abused.
To thine own self be true! So these things cannot be
cosmetic. They must be genuine. They must work.
And our people must experience them working
and have confidence in these systems.
The future is for the prepared and we have to
prepare for the future.
So, your Government is in favour of further
strengthening Good Governance, and we are
being proactive in getting it done.
We are also lining up to amend the Customs Act
to revise the framework for export tax so that we
can generate revenues from exports and to extend
the zero tax on renewable energy equipment for
a specific period of time. We have to push the
transition to green energy.
Your Government will also be extending the
stamp duty waiver for the purchase of property
by Belongers due to high demand from our youth
who have expressed such interest during our many
public meetings. Our Virgin Islands people must
be able to own their own homes and this will help
this dream become a reality.
Legislation will also be coming to merge the BVI
Airport Authority and the BVI Ports Authority into
a single entity. This will reduce the operations cost
for these two bodies.
We also plan to bring forward the legislation for
the Water and Sewerage Department and Virgin
Islands Shipping Registry to become Statutory
Bodies. This will help them to become more
profitable.
And, the e-Government suite of legislation, which
is also down to be completed by the House of
Assembly, will make it more convenient for you,
from district one through nine to abroad, to conduct
business with the Government Departments.

LEGISLATION
To strengthen the already-passed Virgin Islands
Trade Commission Legislation, your Government has
already introduced the Virgin Islands Investment Act
and the Business Licensing Act, 2020 in the House of
Assembly for First Reading.
Junior Minister for Trade, Honourable Shereen
Flax-Charles, will be spearheading this task and
therefore will be holding a series of public meetings,
accompanied by the requisite Government authorities,
to gain your input in these historic pieces of legislation
that will revolutionalise the way trade and investment
are done in the Territory.
This is innovation. This is progress. This is your
Government working for you.
The Constitutional Review exercise will be commenced
this year and it is very critical that everyone participates.
It is time for us to realise that our future lies in our
hands. So we must not drop it, but rather we must lift
it up to a new level of prosperity.
Our new Constitution must be informed by the vision
that our people hold for themselves, so we need you
to tell us what you want in the Constitution and what
you do not want.
And we must bear in mind that the Constitution will be
our guiding document for at least the next 10 years.
This exercise transcends political parties.
In the upcoming year, your Government will be
completing the National Sustainable Development
Plan, which will be the roadmap for our Territory’s
development. Everything we do, in terms of
development, whether it is infrastructure or the
economy, will be linked back to this master plan, and
there will be many public meetings from district one to
nine for you to give your input on how you want this
BVI to look and perform within the next 10, 15, 20
years under this National Sustainable Development
Plan. Your input means everything to us.

Your Government has already established a
Special Tourism Committee, which is chaired by
the Junior Minister for Tourism, Honourable Sharie
de Castro. This Committee has representatives
from all the stakeholder groups and all the Sister
Islands, and its job is to complete the National
Tourism Plan and have it ready for the next Budget
cycle.
This is a Government working for you the people.
We have also established a number of committees
to advise us on how to improve the efficiency of the
public service operations and chart our economic
development including diversification.
On the advice of the new Acting Financial
Secretary, Mr. Jeremiah Frett, we have established
a special in-house Finance Advisory Committee,
which is comprised of officers from across the
Ministries and Statutory Bodies. The Committee’s
mandate is to identify ways to save the Territory
money by cutting unnecessary expenditure, and to
find new ways to generate revenues including new
industries.
We have assembled a committee from the private
sector to examine what new industries are a good
fit for the BVI.
And we have also put together a special
committee made up of retired senior public
officers to review the recurrent expenditure and
to make recommendations for how we can lower
Government expenses.
We have a wealth of experience on our shores;
people who love our Territory and who want to see
us progress. And, as I always say, we have to do
as our ancestors and use what is in our hands to
develop ourselves.
This is innovation in Government. This is progress.
This is your Government working for you and with
you.
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lEgislation - 2019
No. 1 of 2019 – Elections
(Amendment) Act, 2019
This Act seeks to amend the Elections Act
No. 16 of 1994, Revised edition at 30 June
2013 referred to hereinafter as “the principal
Act.”).

No. 2 of 2019 – Economic
Substance (Companies
and Limited Partnerships)
(Amendment) Act, 2019.
This Act seeks to amend the Economic
Substance
(Companies
and
Limited
Partnerships) Act, 2018 (No. 12 of 2018)
(hereafter referred to as “the principal
Act”).

No. 3 of 2019 – Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search
System (Amendment) Act,
2019
This Act seeks to amend the Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search System Act, 2017
(No. 15 of 2017) and to provide for matters
incidental thereto.

No. 4 of 2019 – Appropriation
Act, 2019
This Act provides for the appropriation of
sums of money for and towards defraying the
charges and expenses for the services of the
Government of the Virgin Islands for the year
ending on the thirty-first day of December,
2019.
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No. 5 of 2019 – Immigration
and Passport (Amendment)
Act, 2019
This Bill seeks to amend the Immigration and
Passport Act (Cap. 130)

No. 6 of 2019 – Immigration
and Passport (Amendment)
(No. 2) Act, 2019
This Bill seeks to amend the Immigration and
Passport Act (Cap. 130)

No. 7 of 2019 – Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search
System (Amendment) (No. 2)
Act, 2019
This Act serves to amend the Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search System Act, 2017
(No. 15 of 2017) and to provide for matters
incidental thereto.

No. 8 of 2019 – Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search
System (Amendment) (No 3)
Act, 2019
This Act serves to amend the Beneficial
Ownership Secure Search System Act, 2017
(No. 15 of 2017) and to provide for matters
incidental thereto.

lEgislation - 2019
No. 9 of 2019 – Computer
Misuse and Cybercrime
(Amendment) Act, 2019

No. 12 of 2019 – Securities
and Investment Business
(Amendment) Act, 2019

This Act is to sanction certain payments
from the Consolidated Fund in excess of
the appropriated sum for the year 2014 as
detailed in the Schedule.

This Act amends the Securities and
Investment Business Act (“the Act”) to
effect reforms considered necessary to
further comply with the requirements of
the Council of the European Union’s Code
of Conduct for Business Taxation (“Code
of Conduct”). This reform is geared
towards improving the funds’ regime in
the Territory and attaining acceptable
economic
substance
requirements
for collective investment funds, as
established by the Code of Conduct.

No. 10 of 2019 –
Appropriation (2020) Act,
2019
This Act is to provide for the appropriation
of sums of money for and towards defraying
the charges and expenses for the services
of the Government of the Virgin Islands for
the year ending on the thirty-first day of
December, 2020.

No. 13 of 2019 – Limited
Partnership (Amendment)
Act, 2019

No. 11 of 2019 – BVI Business
Companies (Amendment)
Act, 2019

This Act amends the Limited Partnership
Act, 2017 (No.24 of 2017) (referred to in
this Act as “the principal Act”).

This Act seeks to amend the BVI Business
Companies Act, 2004 (“the Act”) to clarify
the requirements relating to BVI Business
Companies in specific circumstances.
Specifically, the Act expressly provides
a timeframe by which a BVI business
company that has continued into the
Virgin Islands must file its initial Register
of Directors and includes the filing of the
Register of Directors as a precondition for
a BVI Business Company being restored to
the Register of Companies.

No. 14 of 2019 – Insolvency
(Amendment) Act, 2019
This Act amends the Insolvency Act, 2003
(No. 5 of 2003) (hereinafter referred to
as “the principal Act.”).
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lEgislation - 2020
No. 1 of 2020 – The
Suspensory Act, 2020
This Act is to provide for the suspension of
the Micro Business Companies Act, 2017
(No. 26 of 2017).

No. 2 of 2020 – Merchant
Shipping (Amendment) Act,
2020
This Act is to amend the Merchant Shipping
Act 2001 (No. 13 of 2001) in order to give
effect to provisions of the Nairobi Wreck
Removal Convention and the Standards of
Training, Certification and Watch keeping for
Seafarers Convention in the Virgin Islands;
to introduce powers to enable effect to be
given in the Virgin Islands to other maritime
conventions by subsidiary legislation; to
amend liability limits relating to oil pollution
and maritime claims; and to make provision
for connected matters.

No. 3 of 2020 – Charging
Orders Act, 2020
This act seeks to confer jurisdiction on the
High Court to make orders imposing a charge
for securing the payment of money due under
judgments or orders of the High Court and to
provide for matters incidental thereto.

No. 4 of 2020 – Financial
Services (Exceptional
Circumstances) Act, 2020
An Act to provide for special measures for
the conduct, operation, licensing, regulation,
supervision and generally for the continuity,
administration and transaction of financial
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services business in and from within the
Virgin Islands in the event of any exceptional
circumstances arising which affect financial
services business and therefore require the
adoption of special measures, and for other
matters connected therewith.

No. 5 of 2020 – COVID-19
Control and Suppression
(Miscellaneous) Provisions
Act, 2020
This Act is to provide for quarantine measures
and restriction of ferries, vessels, airlines
and aircrafts in relation to COVID-19 control
and suppression and to provide for matters
incidental thereto.

No. 6 of 2020 – Financing
and Money Services
(Amendment) Act, 2020
This Act seeks to amend the Financing and
Money Services Act, 2009 (No. 9 of 2009)
and to provide for other matters connected
therewith.

No. 7 of 2020 – Income Tax
(Amendment) Act, 2020
This Act is to amend the Income Tax Act (Cap
206).

No. 8 of 2020 – COVID-19
Control and Suppression
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment) Act, 2020.
This Act seeks to amend the COVID-19 Control
and Suppression (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act, 2020 (No. 5 of 2020).

lEgislation - 2020
No. 9 of 2020 – Virgin Islands
Trade Commission Act, 2020
This Act is in place to establish the Virgin
Islands Trade Commission, to provide for
its functions and powers, to establish a
framework for the growth and development
of the trade and economic sector and
their related fields in the Virgin Islands, to
establish a Trade Commission Tribunal and
for matters connected therewith.

No. 10 of 2020 – Consumer
Protection Act, 2020
This Act seeks to provide for the promotion
and protection of consumer interests, in
relation to the supply of goods and the
provision of services; to ensure protection of
life, health and safety of consumers; and for
connected matters.

No. 13 of 2020 – Immigration
and Passport (Amendment)
Act, 2020
This is an Act to amend the Immigration and
Passport Act (Cap. 130).

No. 14 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Gambling (Gaming
and Bet ting) Control Act,
2020
This is an Act to provide for the regulation
and control of gaming and betting and
matters related thereto.

No. 15 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Stamp (Amendment)
Act, 2020

No. 11 of 2020 – Labour Code
(Amendment) Act, 2020

This Act seeks to amend the Stamp Act (Cap.
212) and for connected matters.

This Act is to amend the Labour Code, 2010
(No. 4 of 2010) and for connected matters.

No. 16 of 2020 – Arbitration
(Amendment) Act, 2020

No. 12 of 2020 – Advance
Passenger Information Act,
2020

This is an Act to amend the Arbitration Act
(No. 13 of 2014).

This Act seeks to provide for advance
passenger information relating to passengers
and crew members of an aircraft or vessel and
to share the information with other States
with a view to identifying the persons who
may pose risks to security and to provide for
connected matters.

No. 17 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Supplementary
Appropriation (2014) Act,
2020
This is an Act to sanction certain payments
from the Consolidated Fund in excess of the
appropriated sum for the year 2014.
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lEgislation - 2020
No. 18 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Supplementary
Appropriation (2015) Act,
2020

No. 22 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Drugs (Prevention
of Misuse) (Amendment) Act,
2020

This is an Act to sanction certain payments
from the Consolidated Fund in excess of the
appropriated sum for the year 2015.

This Act is to amend the Drugs (Prevention
of Misuse) Act (Cap. 178) (Revised edition at
30 June 2013).

No. 19 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Red Cross Act, 2020

No. 23 of 2020 – Medical
(Amendment) Act, 2020

This Act seeks to provide for the incorporation
of the Virgin Islands Red Cross and for
connected matters.

This Act seeks to amend the Medical Act (No
4 of 2000).

No. 20 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Asset Seizure and
Forfeiture Act, 2020
This is an Act respecting the management
of certain property seized or restrained
in connection with certain offences, the
disposition of certain property on the
forfeiture thereof and the sharing of the
proceeds of disposition therefrom in certain
circumstances and to provide for connected
matters.

No. 21 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Cannabis Licensing
Act, 2020
This Act is to provide for the establishment
of the Cannabis Licensing Authority, for
the purpose of regulating and controlling
the licensing of the analysis, cultivation,
processing,
importation,
exportation,
distribution and sale of cannabis in the Virgin
Islands.
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No. 24 of 2020 – Virgin
Islands Trade Commission
Act, 2020
This Act seeks to establish the Virgin Islands
Trade Commission, to provide for its functions
and powers, to establish a framework for
the growth and development of the trade
and economic sector and their related
fields in the Virgin Islands, to establish a
Trade Commission Tribunal and for matters
connected therewith.

No. 25 of 2020 – Nurses and
Midwives Act, 2020
This Act seeks to repeal and replace the
Nurses and Midwives Act 2009; to make new
provisions for registration or enrolment,
licensing and discipline of nurses, midwives
and assistive nursing personnel and for
related matters.

lEgislation - 2020
No. 26 of 2020 – COVID-19
Control and Suppression
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Act,
2020
This Act seeks to amend the COVID-19
Control and Suppression (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act, 2020 (No. 5 of 2020 - Act
to provide for quarantine measures and
restriction of ferries, vessels, airlines and
aircrafts in relation to COVID-19 control
and suppression and to provide for matters
incidental thereto).

No. 27 of 2020 –
Appropriation (2021) Act,
2020
This Act is to provide for the appropriation
of sums of money for and towards defraying
the charges and expenses for the services
of the Government of the Virgin Islands for
the year ending on the thirty-first day of
December, 2021.

No. 29 of 2020 – Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court (Virgin Islands)
(Amendment) Act, 2020
This Act is to amend the Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court (Virgin Islands) Act (Cap. 80)
and to provide for other matters connected
therewith.

No. 30 of 2020 – Disaster
Management (Amendment)
Act, 2020
This Act seeks to provide for a comprehensive
mechanism for disaster management in
the Virgin Islands, to stipulate the rights
and obligations of the Virgin Islands under
the agreement establishing the Caribbean
Disaster Emergency Management Agency,
to repeal the Disaster Management Act,
2003 (No. 3 of 2003) and other matters
connected therewith.

No. 28 of 2020 – COVID-19
Control and Suppression
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment) (No. 3) Act,
2020
This Act seeks to amend the COVID-19
Control and Suppression (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act, 2020 (No. 26 of 2020 - Act
to provide for quarantine measures and
restriction of ferries, vessels, airlines and
aircrafts in relation to COVID-19 control
and suppression and to provide for matters
incidental thereto).
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PROJECTS
W

e have a number of projects that we are
targeting that will create jobs and other
economic opportunities, and development
opportunities.
For instance, we will be moving forward with
the Palm Grove Complex in partnership with
private entities. We will also be prioritising the
redevelopment of Prospect Reef.
The BVI Airport Authority is preparing to put
forward a plan for the expansion of the airport at
Beef Island so that we can improve our positioning
as an air transportation hub, accommodate
larger aircraft and direct flights from major cities,
and expand our Tourism sector.
So, you can see that as we further strengthen
our Governance systems, our economy and
our people, we are preparing the BVI for a new,
brighter and more resilient future.
We cannot just live for today and your Government
cannot just govern for today. We have to prepare
ourselves and our generations for the future. The
future belongs to the prepared.
The future of the BVI involves our selfdetermination and, when that day comes, it is
either we have prepared for it or we have not.
And if we have not done the work to prepare
ourselves, and to develop our institutions,
our economy and our people, then we will be
weighed and we will be found wanting.
We will deprive ourselves and the future
generation of Virgin Islanders of the opportunity
to take those next steps.

The eyes of the future are looking back at us,
hoping that we get it right. And the eyes of the
past are looking ahead at us, hoping that we do
not get it wrong.
It has been the dream of all the generations of
our forefathers for us to be able to confidently
grab on to that opportunity when it comes. I am
sure that it will be the wish of our children to face
that moment with confidence.
But the duty lies with us today to do our part to
make as much preparation as we possibly can.
Can I tell you, my people of the Virgin Islands,
that we cannot grab the prosperous future that
God has for these Virgin Islands if we continue
to keep our hands and hearts filled with the
apprehensions from the past.
We have to cast the vision for ourselves and for
our Virgin Islands and we have to work towards
it.
Psalm 128-2 says: “For you shall eat the fruit of
[the labor of] your hands, You will be happy and
blessed and it will be well with you.”
I say this to remind us all that it is important to
reach for the stars as much as it is to keep our
feet on the ground.
We can aspire and we must work for that which
we aspire to.
We have to be mindful of the big picture and we
have to be persistent and consistent in working
towards it.
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PROJECTS
This is why, as a people of the Virgin Islands, we
sing with pride:
“Out of the huts of history’s pain
Our ancestors bled and died!
But with strength and will power we overcame
To restore Beautiful Virgin Islands pride!
To preserve our beauty we devised a plan
To retain ownership of your precious lands!
Educating our people is the golden key
To maintain the success of this Territory!
We shall protect your bountiful shores
And uphold your dignity!
We shall fight to preserve your culture
Your splendour and integrity!
And we shall never fail to understand
How blessed we are to possess this land!
So we shall unite standing proud and tall
Let none divide us, lest we fall!
Oh Beautiful Virgin Islands!
Your qualities can never be denied!”
Once we put all of this in place, once we
prepare ourselves, once we put in good
governance, once we unite as a people, once
we take care of each other, once we understand
that we must stand on the promises of the God
of our forefathers, one we understand that the
future is in our hands and once we package
this Virgin Islands in such a way that future
generations will be proud, then we can, like
Stevie Wonder says, when we turn it over to
the future generation say, “here you are BVI:
signed, sealed and delivered. This is yours.”
God’s Blessings.
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Repairs of basketball courts and
recreational grounds
Contracts signed for Lighting and Grandstand
Works at A. O. Shirley Recreation Ground.
Minister responsible for Sports, Dr. the Honourable
Natalio D. Wheatley witnessed the contract signing for
the lighting and grandstand works at the A.O. Shirley
Recreation Ground on behalf of the Government of the
Virgin Islands.
Honourable Wheatley said he sees the lighting as very
significant as it will help athletes maximise time spent on
the field particularly during the winter months. Repairs
to the grandstand will provide seating and address
safety concerns when persons utilise that area.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR
code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/contracts-signedlig ht ing-and-g randst and-works-o-shirle yrecreation-ground

SCAN ME
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Contract Presentations

Dismantle of Incinerator
Contract Signing

Deed of Contribution - Unite BVI
ELMORE STOUTT HIGH SCHOOL

Deed of Contribution Music Equipment
ELMORE STOUTT HIGH SCHOOL

Contract Presentation for
ELMORE STOUTT HIGH SCHOOL
Music Classrooms

Music Equipment Handover Ceremony
ELMORE STOUTT HIGH SCHOOL

CONTRACT SIGNING FOR
SPORTS COMPLEX VIRGIN GORDA
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CONTRACT SIGNING FOR
A.O. Shirley Ground Works

Contract Presentations

Handover ceremony - Royal Virgin
Islands Police Force Barracks
VIRGIN GORDA

Contract Signing - Repair works
AT THE Baths, VIRGIN GORDA

Contract Signing - North Sound
AdminISTRATION BUILDING
VIRGIN GORDA

Contract Signing Repair to DamageD Home
VIRGIN GORDA

Sea Markers Contract Signing

Jost VAN DYKE AdminISTRATION
BUILDING Handover

Contract Signing Temporary Housing
Jost VAN DYKE
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Handover of John E. George
Administration Building
North Sound, Virgin Gorda
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COMPLETED ROAD WORKS
Brady Ghut Road - tortola
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COMPLETED Road Works
Anegada
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COMPLETED ROAD WORKS
AND BEAUTIFICATION - VIRGIN GORDA
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Great Mountain Road
Stabilisation and Improvements
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Hope Hill Road
Stabilisation and Improvements
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Little Dix Hill Road
Stabilisation and Improvements
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PROSPECT REEF AND
PALM GROVE CENTRE

PROSPECT REEF

PALM GROVE CENTRE
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Market Square project

The Road Town Market Square project is another project
in a series of transformation projects. The initiative to
transform the capital city of Road Town is to pedestrianise,
beautify, and enhance the overall experience of being in
the city.
For more information, please click on the link or
icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-honourablekye-rymer-ground-breaking-ceremony-marketsquare-rebuilding
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Economic Zone HUNTUM’S GHUT
The Government of the Virgin Islands broke ground for
the facilities that will house the “First Step Programme for
Entrepreneurs” in Huntum’s Ghut for building commercial
warehouses. There will be three (3) warehouses that will be
able to accommodate up to six (6) businesses.
For more information, please click on the link or
icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-honourablekye-rymer-minister-transportation-works-andutilities-ground

SCAN ME
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EAST END/LONg Look Sewerage
Project

The recommencement of the National Sewerage
Programme of East End/Long Look has been long
anticipated by the residents and businesses, and so, your
Government of the Virgin Islands has made this project a
key priority to complete and commission. The project will
be undertaken in three phases to be completed hopefully
by the end of 2021.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/remarks-honourablekye-rymer-national-sewerage-project-re-commissionworks-east-endlong

SCAN ME
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Repairs to community centrEs

The completed Community Centre and Emergency Shelter
at Long Trench is expected to serve as a model for what
needs to be done at other centres across the Territory.
The Ministry of Health and Social Development will be
carrying out works on the following community centres:
•East End/Long Look Community Centre
•Catherine and Gertrude Warner Community Centre
The West End community will soon have a modern centre
equipped with resources that will be used as an emergency
shelter.
For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/completed-longtrench-community-centre-be-used-model
https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/select-communitycentres-close-repairs
https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/west-end-get-newcommunity-centre

SCAN ME
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Affordable Housing Development
on Joe’s Hill
A contract was signed today between the Social Security
Board and James Todman Construction Limited for the
construction of affordable housing in the Territory. Upon
completion, the project will result in 43 housing units
available on seven acres of land located in Joe’s Hill.

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/contract-signedaffordable-housing-joe-s-hill
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renovated Or rebuilt schools elmore stoutt high school,
L. AdorOthy Turnbull BUILDING

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan the
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/eshs-l-shapedbuilding-be-renamed-after-veteran-educator

SCAN ME
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renovated Or rebuilt schools bregado flax educational centre,
secondary division
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renovated Or rebuilt schools enis adams primary school

For more information,
please click on the link below or scan
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/enisadams-primary-school-rubbles-soundstructure

SCAN ME
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Opening of Dog Hole Terminal

The Dog Hole Jetty on Jost Van Dyke officially
opened.
For more information,
please click on the link or icon below
or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/dog-holejetty-officially-open-monday
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SCAN ME

GROUND BREAKING:
NATIONAL EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTRE
Demolition of the former home of the Department
of Disaster Management (DDM) and construction
of a state-of-the-art new National Emergency
Operations Centre (NEOC) began with a
groundbreaking ceremony in McNamara.
For more information,
please click on the link or icon below or
scan the QR code

http://gov.vg/media-centre/constructionnational-emergency-operations-centre-begins

SCAN ME
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