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messaGe From the Government

Good day and GOD’s BLESSINGS to all the people 
of the Virgin Islands.

As we reflect on where we are today as a country and 
as a people, we must say that over the last 13 months 
we have indeed come a long way, navigating our 
way through the unseen and unknown realities of the 
global pandemic, and we are still here standing strong 
together.

Over the years, we may have lost loved ones along the 
way, but their memories live on in our hearts. 

COVID-19 is still present, but the Grace of God is ever 
present.

We are thankful to God that as of today, our positive 
confirmed cases have been significantly reduced due to 
recoveries from 20 to now 4.

We are not out of the woods as yet, but our economic 
hope continues to be emboldened through events such 
as yesterday, 15th April, 2021, which marked a major 
milestone for us with the reopening of the Road Town 
Jetty to allow for international travellers.

We have been planning, as a people, for that day 
almost a year now.

Yesterday’s successful opening of the Road Town Jetty 
means that where there is life there is hope; and where 
there is hope there is an opportunity to cast our nets 
and reap success.

And, yesterday’s successful reopening of the Road 
Town Jetty is a clear indication that your Virgin Islands 
Government always had a working plan for this 
economy.

Sometimes when we are inside of the struggle or 
challenges, we do not see or appreciate what we have.

But, can I tell you that the eyes of the world are looking 
at how we, as a people, are successfully executing our 
plan.

So much that the British Virgin Islands’ response to 
COVID-19 has been presented by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) as a model for the 
Eastern Caribbean at the UN development agency’s 
official presentation of its joint reports with ISGlobal 
entitled, ‘COVID-19 Policy Reports for Recovery 

in the Eastern Caribbean: Analysis, Scenarios and 
Considerations for Opening to Tourism’.

This international recognition of our efforts as a people is 
a further testament that once we work together, then and 
only then we can achieve greatness for present and future 
generations of the Virgin Islands.

The latest updates show that the BVI only has four active 
COVID-19 cases in our Territory at present. Of the 187 
total cases since the start of the pandemic in March 2020, 
we have had only one unfortunate death due to the virus.

We have been able to save many lives through our 
prayers and by our early and decisive action to secure our 
air and sea borders, implementing necessary protocols, 
upgrading our public health capabilities, and working 
together as a community to keep each other safe.

The health and entry protocols of the Virgin Islands have 
been cited as highly effective in safely reopening and 
managing our borders to restart the tourism sector in the 
midst of the global pandemic.

What we have done and what we have achieved as a 
Government and as a community is being held up as a 
model for how threats similar to COVID-19 can be dealt 
with in the future.

That is an astounding achievement for our tiny country, 
and it is one that must inspire us. This is our achievement 
together as a country, and it reminds us that we can have 
confidence in our own abilities as Virgin Islanders.

I wish to thank all the hardworking public officers, members 
of the Government, the private sector community, and so 
many more who provided constructive advice and kept us 
as a Government transparent and accountable.

Together we successfully pushed through our plan and we 
continue to move in the direction of progress.

Phase I began on 2nd June, 2020, and allowed for 
Virgin Islanders, Belongers and Residents to travel into 
the Territory and to return home.

Phase II began on 1 September, 2020, allowing more 
categories of residents including work permit holders, 
dependents, homeowners, students and others to enter 
the Territory.
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messaGe From Government continued

Phase III in the border reopening process began on 1st 
December, 2020, allowing international travel for the 
managed re-opening of the tourism sector.

In fact, a ‘BVI Tourism Reopening Guide’ was launched 
on 6th November, 2020, and outlines pertinent 
requirements, training and protocols regarding 
obtaining certification prior to the reopening of the 
Territory on 1st December, 2020.

Additionally, businesses engaged in tourism activities in 
the Territory must have a ‘Gold Seal’ certification as part 
of the Phase III re-opening. The training and certification 
process was facilitated by the BVI Tourist Board, the H. 
Lavity Stoutt Community College and other Government 
agencies, working in collaboration with the tourism 
industry stakeholders.

We have come a long way, and we will keep moving, in 
one direction forward.

COVID-19 dynamics are constantly changing, and we 
are constantly reviewing all the data that is coming in – 
local data and what is happening on the international 
scene - and we are constantly updating our protocols 
and measures with the aim that, as best as we can, we 
stay ahead of the curve.

Over the past 13 months of the COVID-19 global 
pandemic, we have learnt a lot more about the virus 
and how to go about our daily activities using protocols 
and other such tools.

We have also strengthened our infrastructure to give the 
Territory some more resilience.

As each of these pieces was put in place, and with the 
cooperation of the national community under the New 
Regular, we were able to progress through the various 
phases of our plan for rebooting and re-energising the 
BVI economy.

And, as we continue to make progress, further expansion 
will continue.

It is important to note that while we have had to 
deal with the ongoing impact of COVID-19; your 
Government continued the work towards our vision of 
transforming the BVI into a leading regional economy 
through entrepreneurship, innovation and local and 
foreign investment.

We must press on in spite of the challenges.

Our foreparents have taught us to always use our pain to 
fuel the fulfillment of our purpose.

Hence at this time, this involves concentrating efforts on 
further strengthening and expanding our Tourism and 
Financial Services industries to create more economic 
opportunities for our people and to build our Territory’s 
resilience.

We have done similar work to strengthen our construction 
industry and sector overall, but even more so during the 
COVID-19 era where we have seen a record number of 
approximately 464 development applications processed 
for calendar year 2020 by the Town and Country Planning 
Department.

Already, 2021, as expected, has begun on much the same 
pace.

As we close out the First quarter, Town and Country 
Planning have processed over 150 planning applications. 
Needless to say, on this pace, the team at the Town and 
Country Planning Department has projected that the 2021 
numbers will easily surpass that of 2020 for the same time 
period.

This good news continues to enable local contractors to 
gain increased participation in the opportunities in our 
Territory.

With construction moving forward, it means a financial 
booster shot into the economy, spreading into sectors.

This means there is a market for goods, construction 
materials, transportation services, as well as many other 
spinoff areas of our economy.

No doubt, the workers will have the need for meals and 
the spending power to support our food vendors and 
other businesses. When they earn their salaries, their 
entire families will benefit.

The family then is able to spend the money in the 
supermarkets, the salons, the barbershops, and the other 
stores and businesses, and be able to pay their rent and 
even build homes for themselves; thereby creating a 
multiplier effect for economic activity.  Everything has a 
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messaGe From the Government continued

ripple effect.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

We have also done considerable work to prepare for 
acceleration of the diversification of the economy.

With all the work that has been done and with the strides 
that we have made in managing COVID-19, coupled 
with the optimism that is coming to light with the roll-out 
of vaccine programmes across the globe, as it relates 
to the resurgence of global trade, global travel and 
Tourism, it is now time to push our BVI economy into 
overdrive - and there is no turning back.

The opportunities for Virgin Islanders and residents – 
and also for local and foreign investors – over the next 
weeks, months and years, are immense.

The future in the Virgin Islands is for the prepared, and 
so, I once again urge all Virgin Islanders, Belongers, 
and residents to take note of the opportunities that are 
on the horizon and prepare yourselves so that you can 
participate and cash-in on these opportunities.

As I have indicated on prior occasions, we have started 
work on the National Sustainable Development Plan, 
which will be the master plan for the development of the 
BVI economy.

The Economic Advisory Council has recently presented 
their interim report with recommendations that are very 
much in-sync with our overall vision – particularly for 
Tourism and Financial Services, as well as the Blue 
Economy and fledgling industries.

These initial recommendations tie in with existing plans 
and help us to refine our strategies for achieving the rest 
of our goals in partnership with the business community.

In terms of plans that are slated for implementation in 
the immediate to near future, I can tell you that one 
of your Government’s highest priority is Tourism and 
accommodations.

The Special Committee for Tourism chaired by the Junior 
Minister for Tourism, the Honourable Sharie B. de Castro, 
has influenced the content for the development of a new 
Request for Proposal (RFP) for the development of the 
National Tourism Master Plan with special emphasis on 

strategies that incorporates post COVID-19 and other 
potential catastrophic events.

Some of the objectives that the RFP will seek to deliver 
include developing in partnership with the private sector, 
at least twenty (20) new commercially sustainable and 
scalable tourism products, in the areas of cultural 
and historical heritage tourism, historical sites and 
archeological tourism, ecotourism, adventure tourism, 
and MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and 
Exhibitions) tourism.

It will also involve developing and promoting at least 
six additional new tourism products, services and 
experiences in major coastal resorts throughout the 
British Virgin Islands, through day trips and night tours; 
culinary experiences that include at least 10 iconic 
culinary establishments throughout the British Virgin 
Islands, which may also include day and evening trips; 
and aggressive social media and online promotional 
programmes to online users and online travel services 
providers; an airline incentive programme to boost 
arrivals; a promotional programme, specifically targeted 
to the cruise line industry, and a marketing strategy to 
further promote and maintain the BVI as a top yachting 
destination.

It is worth mentioning that the way is being cleared for the 
return of cruise lines, which is good news for our taxi and 
tour operators, food vendors, souvenir and handicraft 
vendors, restaurants, businesses at the Cyril B. Romney 
Tortola Pier Park, and for our economy as a whole.

We must remember that COVID-19 did not take away 
our much-sought pristine sailing waters and breathtaking 
sunsets and views.

COVID-19 did not take away our beautiful beaches with 
white sand.

COVID-19 did not take away our awe-inspiring coral 
reefs and magnificent dive sites.

COVID-19 did not take away BVILOVE.

Our main tourism products and attractions remain intact 
and so does the demand for it.

Tourist arrivals will get an additional boost when we 
launch a special visitor’s VISA waiver for persons from 
specific countries who may have been deterred from 
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messaGe From Government continued

visiting the BVI due to current VISA restrictions.

Such persons would be able to visit the Virgin Islands 
on a one-month single entry VISA once they have a 
return airline ticket and proof of secured and approved 
accommodation.

This will benefit our hotels, villas and other 
accommodations, car rentals, taxi and tour operators, 
restaurants and other businesses.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

We are also going to introduce the Work-in-Paradise 
initiative for visitors who can work remotely from the 
beautiful shores of the Virgin Islands. They can come to 
the BVI and stay for an extended period. During this time 
they will not be able to work for any local company or 
business. But they can perform their foreign-based job.

Those persons will also access hotels, villas, apartments,  
car rentals, taxi, and tour operators, restaurants and 
other local services, but they will be paying for it with their 
foreign earnings, and that means we will be drawing in 
money from outside of the Territory which will be going 
into our economy.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

We will also be launching the Invest and Stay programme 
where foreign investors who are investing substantial sums 
of money in approved businesses and industries in the BVI 
and hiring local persons to work will be allowed to come 
and live in the BVI.

Please note, persons approved for this initiative will not get 
any special exemptions for purchasing land or property; 
they will not get citizenship rights and the time spent in 
the BVI will not count towards applying for Residency or 
Belongership.

Those persons will support our hoteliers, villas, apartments, 
car rentals, taxi and tour operators, restaurants and other 
local services, while creating jobs and bringing their 
investment into the local economy.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

Your Government is in discussion with top-rated 
international medical schools that wish to open campuses 
in the BVI. Once approved, this will provide a lot of 
opportunities for our people in the near future.

For starters, the schools will be committed to enrolling an 
agreed number of Virgin Islanders for medical training. 
This will contribute to the development of our people 
and open the door for those individuals to enter lucrative 
careers in the medical field.

Additionally, the schools will attract foreign students who 
will need accommodation, transportation and other 
services, and who will also contribute to economic activity 
in the Territory.

The economic spin-off of having more than a hundred 
medical students on our shores in the near future can only 
bode well for our hoteliers, villas, apartments, AirBnB, 
Car rentals, taxi, restaurants, supermarkets, car sales 
businesses, and many more businesses and individuals.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

Your Government is aware of the concerns from the 
marine sector where other countries have drawn some 
of our tourism customers and where vessels have left our 
waters during COVID-19 because our border were closed.

We are going to recover some – and hopefully most – of 
that business as well as attract new business when we invite 
them back through our initiative to amend the Cruising 
and Home Port Permit Act where our rate per head for 
boats registered here in the BVI will be reduced.

And this is something that we are going to market heavily 
so that we can get the word out both near and far that the 
BVI has put the welcome mat out.

Now that investors will be regaining confidence in the global 
economy, and particularly in the BVI with our renewed 
thrust in Tourism, your Government will be moving to 
restart the process of attracting credible potential investors 
to bring Prospect Reef back on stream.

This will translate to jobs, revenue, economic activity and 
opportunities for all.

Hoteliers have been interested in a number of potential 
opportunities in the BVI, and we are going to pursue those 
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proposals that will provide the best benefit for the people 
of the Virgin Islands, while bringing a balance to our 
already existing local hoteliers.

It is time to push this economy forward, and there is no 
turning back.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

Look at your business.

Look at your business model and start preparing yourself 
to secure your place in the economy as activity picks up.

We want our businesses to flourish.

We want their customers of our businesses to benefit.

That is why we will be introducing the long spoken about 
Customs Duty two-tier tariff system so that licensed 
businesses in good standing, importing goods will pay a 
lower duty than individuals who are importing goods not 
for business purposes. This will allow our business people 
to receive a reduction in cost of goods to pass down to the 
customers.

While the BVI Ports Authority will hold off on increasing 
port fees for now, the Authority remains committed to 
pushing forward with its developmental plans for improving 
efficiency and revenue generation for the Territory.

This includes increasing berthing options to receive larger 
classes of cruise vessels and mega-yachts, development of 
a new luxury hotel and conference center in the Pier Park, 
expansion and re-organisation of its cargo port systems, 
construction of the general cargo warehouse, construction 
of the West End Ferry Terminal, and much more.

Again, this will create direct employment opportunities in 
the construction phase and in operations, and it will help 
to further boost economic activity.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

The Virgin Islands Shipping Registry is also diligently 
working to ensure that we secure our Category One rating 
with the IMO Code Triple I Code for compliance. This will 
ensure that we can further grow our registry and attract 
new business for our economy. More business means 

messaGe From the Government continued

more opportunities for jobs for our people and more 
opportunities for them to launch BVI-owned businesses.

Your Government is working with the various stakeholders 
to promote home-porting in the BVI for cruise ships and 
other marine vessels. The possibilities here are endless 
for the BVI’s revenue streams. This will become a reality 
through amendments to be made to our Cruising and 
Home Port Permit Act.

Persons connecting with the cruise ships will be coming 
to the BVI to embark and disembark and this means 
increased business for airlines, the airport services and taxi 
services, and other amenities. Tour operators and other 
tourism businesses will benefit from higher volumes.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

The BVI Airports Authority is also coming with its business 
plan to fund the expansion of the Terrence B. Lettsome 
International Airport and runway. 

This is a vital project for growing our Tourism industry and 
increasing arrivals. We need to expand so that we can 
accommodate larger aircraft for direct flights to and from 
major cities and airports.

This is another opportunity for creating jobs during the 
construction phase. Expanded facilities and capabilities 
will require more persons to work in aviation related 
careers. When we increase passenger flows, we will 
increase the demand for accommodation, taxis, food and 
other services.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move 
because our economy is going into overdrive.

The BVI Airports Authority also has plans to upgrade the 
Virgin Gorda Airport to further help boost the Tourism 
Industry especially on our Sister Islands.

You should know that your Government is engaged in the 
arbitration process with regard to the Hung Lands at Beef 
Island.

Acquiring just over 600-plus acres of land will allow the 
Government to pursue development initiatives that will 
enhance the economy. Additionally, this is a possible for 
site to house our proposed drag racing stadium which is a 
potential opportunity for sports tourism and this will attract 
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messaGe From Government continued

increased visitor and cargo traffic to the Territory.

People of the Virgin Islands get ready to move because 
our economy is going into overdrive.

It is time to push the BVI economy forward, and there is 
no turning back.

The legislation for the BVI’s new gaming industry is largely 
in place with amendments to be made to include online.

We have other amendments that will create additional 
revenue generation opportunities, which we are pursuing. 
However, this industry is poised to come on stream.

We remain focused on working with the UK Foreign 
and Commonwealth Development Office to clear the 
obstacles that are holding back our medical marijuana 
industry.

We are confident that these issues will be worked through 
and we will be able to kick-start this multimillion dollar 
industry that promises to be quite lucrative for the people 
of the Virgin Islands.

The BVI economy is built on the innovative and 
entrepreneurial spirit of the Virgin Islands people over 
generations.

This means that developing entrepreneurship is our way 
forward.

Under our Junior Minister for Trade and Economic 
Development, Honourable Shereen D. Flax-Charles we 
will see the Innovation Business Labs that will soon be 
established to help our visionary people convert ideas 
into commercial ventures, we will also have the support 
of our Junior Minister for Tourism Honourable Sharie B. 
de Castro.

We are working on introducing a series of training 
programmes to give our entrepreneurs the knowledge 
and tools to make their businesses successful.

Your Government will continue to dialogue with the 
banks on behalf of the people of Virgin Islands to get 
more favourable terms for small business loans.

A lot of work is taking place to reform the Trade Department 
and to get the new Virgin Islands Trade Commission set 
up to speed up the process for obtaining trade licenses, 

where we will also implement the consumer protection 
unit.

We will also be going District-by-District to work with 
our people to design and implement new stimulus 
business activity to further strengthen our economy.

This will be tied into our E-Government transformation 
programme which will make Government services 
accessible through the internet. Citizens will not have 
to travel into Road Town to do business with the 
Government. They will be able to do this from their 
homes – including on the Sister Islands and even 
beyond for our people living aboard.

We are already engaging with Telecommunication 
Services providers to address service quality, reliability 
and cost.

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission is 
being proactive in negotiating for telecommunications 
licenses that will be expiring next year and due for 
renewal.

Reliable, affordable, and accessible telecommunications 
is critical for doing business in the digital age especially 
for the investments your Government will be making 
to have our Virgin Islands to be one of the top digital 
economies in the world.

It is time to push the BVI economy forward, and there 
is no turning back.

Many of our people of the Virgin Islands have benefitted 
from the relaxation of the stamp duty on the purchase 
of lands or property by a Belonger.

Your Government has heard your cries for an extension 
to this initiative.

Hence, your Government will honour your request 
through amending the Stamp Act to allow for the 
further relaxation of the stamp duty cost to Belongers 
who purchase land or property.

My people, there is a lot more that your Government is 
working on to create economic opportunities for you.

These also include Government projects such as the 
Sea defense project in Carrot Bay, Cappoon’s Bay 
and Cane Garden Bay; East End/Long Look Sewerage 
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Project; the West End Ferry Terminal Modernisation Project; 
the Market Square Project; the Cultural and Tourism Village 
on the reclamation of Carrot Bay; the Solar Energy Project on 
Anegada, food security which includes turning our Agricultural 
Department to a statutory agency to increase effectiveness, 
just to name a few.

As we continue to push the throttle down into overdrive on 
rebooting and re-energising the BVI economy, expansion 
and diversification of the economy, and the economic 
empowerment of our people, we are confident that there are 
many opportunities and options coming into view – many of 
which will materialise almost immediately.

COVID-19 has been a challenge but we have endured and 
the worst is hopefully behind us. We will now allow our pain to 
fuel us in fulfilling our purpose.

Through the hard work of everyone – our Ministers, our Public 
Officers, the Statutory Bodies, the private sector, you the 
people of the Virgin Islands, and most importantly our God 
Almighty, Abba our Father, we are positioned to overcome 
these challenges and to leap forward into new opportunities 
and new possibilities.

messaGe From the Government continued

Once we remain on course, maintaining our vigilance 
with COVID-19 and adhering to the recommended safety 
practices, we will continue moving in one direction which is 
forward.

But to me – and for my Administration - what is most important, 
is that new business opportunities and more job opportunities 
are opening up in the economy, and we must see more Virgin 
Islanders being in business, owning businesses and earning 
meaningful income.

We have a lot of positive things to look forward to in the weeks 
and months ahead.

It is time to push the BVI economy into overdrive, and there is 
no turning back. The time is now, so let us move forward with 
confidence and let us do so together.

In BVILOVE, I thank you, and may GOD forever bless these 
beautiful Virgin Islands and the people of the Virgin Islands.

So together let us move forward with confidence as we move 
to push our BVI economy into overdrive.

Honourable Andrew A. Fahie 
Premier, Minister of Finance and  
First District Representative

Dr. the Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley,  
Deputy Premier, Minister for Education, Culture, 
Youth Affairs, Fisheries and Agriculture and  
Seventh District Representative

Honourable Kye M. Rymer 
Minister for Transportation, Works and Utilities 
and Fifth District Representative

Honourable Vincent O. Wheatley 
Minister for Natural Resources, Labour 
and Immigration and  
Ninth District Representative

Honourable Carvin Malone  
Minister for Health and Social Development and 
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Sharie B. de Castro 
Junior Minister for Tourism and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Shereen D. Flax-Charles 
Junior Minister for Trade and Economic 
Development and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Neville A. Smith  
Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly and  
Territorial At-Large Representative

Honourable Alvera Maduro-Caines 
Sixth District Representative
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As of April 15, 2021 travellers coming to the 
British Virgin Islands now have the option to enter 
via seaport through the Road Town Jetty in Tortola, 
British Virgin Islands.

Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable 
Andrew A. Fahie said, “We have once again 
defied the odds and we are now open to receive 
international passengers through one of our 
seaports.  This is an economy on the move.  This is 
your Government working for you.”

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/road-town-
jetty-reopens-international-travellers

SCAN ME

road town JettY reopens  
to international travellers
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The BVI Ports Authority (BVIPA) has announced the 
first update on the operations that will occur at the 
BVI Ports Authority’s excursion dock at the Cyril B. 
Romney Tortola Pier Park.

The requirements that were necessary for the 
safe resumption of International ferry passenger 
operations in the British Virgin Islands during 
the COVID-19 pandemic required the BVIPA 
to separate international and domestic ferry 
operations, temporarily.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/seaport-
re op e n i ng - d om e s t i c - fe r r y - p a s s e nge r-
operations

SCAN ME

seaport reopeninG: domestic 
FerrY passenGer operations
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The British Virgin Islands’ response to COVID-19 
was presented by the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) as a model for the Eastern 
Caribbean.

The UNDP’s Deputy Resident Representative for 
Barbados and the OECS, Mr. Ugo Blanco praised 
the BVI’s leadership in the regional response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in remarks at the virtual 
launch of the joint report with ISGlobal. The report 
titled, ‘COVID-19 Policy Reports for Recovery in 
the Eastern Caribbean: Analysis, Scenarios and 
Considerations for Opening to Tourism,’ was 
launched on March 30.

SCAN ME

Bvi covid-19 response hailed as 
model For eastern cariBBean

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-covid-19-
response-hailed-model-eastern-caribbean
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third shipment oF astraZeneca vaccine 
arrives in the territorY From the u.K

SCAN ME

A third shipment of 12,000 doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccines arrived in the Virgin 
Islands on March 31 from the United Kingdom 
Government to assist in the local fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Present at the 
Terrance B. Lettsome International Airport to 
receive the shipment of vaccines was Minister 
for Education, Culture, Youth Affairs, Fisheries 
and Agriculture, Dr. the Honourable Natalio 
D. Wheatley.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/third-
shipment-astrazeneca-vaccine-arrive-
territory-uk 
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Bvi residents to schedule 2nd covid-19 
vaccine dose aFter april 22

Residents who received their first dose of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine should prepare to schedule 
the second dose after April 22.

This date is in line with the newly advised 10 to 12 
week timeline for the administration of the second 
dose.  

Minister for Health and Social Development, 
Honourable Carvin Malone during the Sixth Sitting 
of the Third Session of the Fourth House of Assembly 
on March 10, explained that the new preferred 
dosing interval was advised by the medical experts 
and the Chief Medical Officer in the Ministry of 
Health and Social Development.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-residents-
schedule-2nd-covid-19-vaccine-dose-after-
april-22

SCAN ME
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Officials from the Ministry of Health and Social Development have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Private Medical Practitioners to begin offering both doses of the 
COVID-19 AstraZeneca vaccine.

The MOU also allows for qualifying residents to receive the vaccines free of cost or at no 
additional cost to the National Health Insurance.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/private-medical-practitioners-sign-mou-offer-covid-19-
vaccine

SCAN ME

private medical practitioners siGn mou to 
oFFer covid-19 vaccine
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timeline oF the covid-19 pandemic 
response in the Bvi

The BVI marked one year since the closing of its borders to the imminent threat of COVID-19 pandemic.

For more information, please click on the link or icon

18

https://www.facebook.com/BVIGovernment/photos/10158414862472945


timeline oF the covid-19 pandemic 
response in the Bvi (continued)
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timeline oF the covid-19 pandemic 
response in the Bvi (continued)
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timeline oF the covid-19 pandemic 
response in the Bvi (continued)
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timeline oF the covid-19 pandemic 
response in the Bvi (continued)
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The Government of the Virgin Islands is engaging 
stakeholders in a series of public consultations on 
a National Sustainable Development Plan (NSDP) 
for the British Virgin Islands.

Premier and Minister of Finance, Honourable 
Andrew A. Fahie officially launched the public 
consultations on March 12 in collaboration with 
the United Nations (UN) Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 

consultations on sustainaBle 
development plan moves Forward

SCAN ME

Premier Fahie stated that the Government is establishing a National 
Sustainable Development Plan to ensure that it fulfills its commitment 
to citizens and to engage at the regional and international levels more 
effectively.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/consultations-sustainable-
development-plan-moves-forward

24



The Recovery and Development Agency (RDA) has awarded a 
contract to Amandla Engineering to supply and install a Solar 
Facility at the Jost Van Dyke Clinic as it marches towards a 
Green Recovery.

Acting RDA Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Anthony McMaster 
signed the contract with Sean Hartley of Amandla Engineering 
valued at $65,500.00 on March 26. Works are scheduled to 
be completed in 17 weeks at the end of July 2021.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/contract-signed-solar-
panels-jost-van-dyke-clinic

SCAN ME

contract siGned For solar panels 
at Jost van dYKe clinic 
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Businesses on sister islands to receive 
QuarterlY visits

SCAN ME

Businesses on the Sister Islands can 
expect to receive more visits from 
officials of the Department of Labour 
and Workforce Development’s 
Labour Protection and Labour 
Relations Units.

The visits are part of an initiative by 
the Minister for Natural Resources, 
Labour and Immigration, Honourable 
Vincent O. Wheatley, where officers 
from the department are now 
mandated to visit the Sister Islands of 
Jost Van Dyke and Anegada at least 
once per quarter.  

For more information,  
please click on the link below or 
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/
businesses-sister-islands-receive-
quarterly-visits
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The Joe’s Hill Housing Development is scheduled 
to remain on budget and be completed 13 months 
ahead of schedule.

Honourable Wheatley in a statement titled “Joe’s 
Hill Housing Development” during the Seventh 
Sitting of the Third Session of the Fourth House of 
Assembly stated that the development’s contracted 
time was roughly 3.5 years with an estimated 
completion date of June 30, 2023. He said with 
the progress to date, a new estimated completion 
date is set for May 31, 2022.

SCAN ME

Joe’s hill housinG development to Be readY 
ahead oF schedule

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR 
code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/joe-s-hill-housing-
development-be-ready-ahead-schedule

28
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restoration worKs continue at ralph t. 
o’neal administration compleX

Restorative works continue on the Ralph 
T. O’Neal Administration Complex as the 
Government of the Virgin Islands works to 
maintain its public infrastructure.

Minister for Transportation, Works and 
Utilities, Honourable Kye Rymer said the 
Government has developed a comprehensive, 
four pronged approach to the renovation of 
the Administration Complex. This, he said, 
includes the demolition and removal of 
existing building components which includes 
the removal of all damaged components such 
as existing walls and floors; removal of all 
mold ridden items and mold remediation.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below 
or scan the QR code

h t t p s : / / b v i . g o v. v g / m e d i a - c e n t r e /
restoration-works-continue-ralph-t-o-
neal-admin-complex

SCAN ME 29
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Drainage improvement works are underway at 
Brewer’s Bay as the Government of the Virgin 
Islands continues to improve the Territory’s road 
infrastructure.
 
The scope of work includes saw cutting of existing 
road surface, excavation of road to prepare for 
drains and installation of vapour barriers and 
reinforcements including starter bars for drain 
slabs. 

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the 
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/improvement-
works-begin-drains-brewer-s-bay

SCAN ME

improvement worKs BeGin on drains at 
Brewer’s BaY 
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https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/improvement-works-begin-drains-brewer-s-bay
https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/improvement-works-begin-drains-brewer-s-bay


The old fisherman’s wharf at Baugher’s Bay is 
slated to be named after the late Omar Wallace 
Hodge.

The Cabinet of the Virgin Islands approved the 
naming of the Baugher’s Bay Marina Development/
Fisherman’s Wharf and Park to the “Omar Wallace 
Hodge Fishermen’s Wharf and Park” in honour of 
the former legislator on January 13.

Sixth District Representative, Honourable Alvera 
Maduro-Caines, said the development of the wharf 
was the vision of the late legislator.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or 
scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/wharf-be-
named-after-late-omar-wallace-hodge

SCAN ME

wharF to Be named aFter the late omar 
wallace hodGe
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https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/wharf-be-named-after-late-omar-wallace-hodge
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The Recovery and Development Agency (RDA) has 
launched its Grievance Redress System (GRS) to 
provide a platform through which residents can 
formally lodge complaints on the work of the 
agency, its projects and its team.

Director of Strategy, Mr. Neil Smith said the RDA 
is committed to transparency and accountability 
and a participatory approach to project delivery 
and that the redress system will ensure that public 
projects are completed in an efficient and effective 
manner with community and stakeholder feedback 
playing a prominent role.  This approach he added 
enables opinions, grievances and complaints to be 
raised and addressed throughout the project life 
cycle.

For more information,  
please click on the link below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/rda-launches-
grievance-system-address-residents-complaints

SCAN ME

rda launches Grievance sYstem to 
address residents complaints
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Young persons from across the Virgin Islands now have a 
space to share, grow and create in a safe and innovative 
environment with the launch of a Be YOUth Centre on 
April 9.

The centre was launched by the Department of Youth 
Affairs and Sports and will offer development programmes 
including resumé writing, team building, interviewing 
skills, time management, graphic design, production, 
trade skill workshops, and other fields related to young 
people.

‘Be Youth centre’ to provide space 
For Bvi Youth to Grow 

SCAN ME

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the  
QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/be-youth-centre-
provide-space-bvi-youth-grow
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SCAN ME

Please click on banner above or scan the QR code
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https://bvi.gov.vg/23-bills-available-public-viewing


The Government of the Virgin Islands has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to promote cooperation and positive 
academic relations with the University of Hertfordshire in the United 
Kingdom (UK).

The MoU presents a wide range of opportunities for exchanges 
and collaboration in higher education between the Virgin Islands 
and the University of Hertfordshire. These include student, faculty 
and staff exchanges, supported distance learning programmes and 
collaboration on joint research projects between the University of 
Hertfordshire and the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College in the 
Virgin Islands.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-government-signs-
agreement-promote-academic-relations

SCAN ME

Bvi Government siGns aGreement to 
promote academic relations

36

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/bvi-government-signs-agreement-promote-academic-relations
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Deputy Premier and Minister for Education, 
Culture, Youth Affairs, Fisheries and 
Agriculture, Dr. the Honourable Natalio 
D. Wheatley, has emphasised that Famers 
and Fishers’ Week 2021 will be centred 
around honouring local fishers and 
farmers.

Honourable Wheatley said, “This year, we 
celebrate farmers and fishers collectively 
as food producers with an emphasis on 
public awareness and education as we 
reflect on the accomplishments we have 
made, whether large or small.”

Farmers and Fishers’ Week 2021 will be 
observed from April 25 to May 1 under 
the theme “Restore, Increase, Sustain and 
Educate”, abbreviated as “RISE”.  

Director of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Mr. Theodore M. James, said the theme 
embodies the resilience of the two sectors. 

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon 
below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/local-
fishers-and-farmers-be-honoured-
week-activities SCAN ME

Farmers’ and Fishers’ weeK 2021
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taXi and liverY commission 
hosts industrY meetinG

Minister for Transportation, Works and Utilities, Honourable Kye 
Rymer and officials from the Taxi and Livery Commission are 
featured at an industry meeting on Wednesday, April 7at Maria’s 
by the Sea Hotel.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the next steps in the 
reopening of the Territory’s sea ports.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/taxi-and-livery-commission-
hosts-industry-meeting SCAN ME
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death oF his roYal hiGhness the prince philip
duKe oF endinBurGh

The following statement issued from Buckingham 
Palace this morning:

“It is with deep sorrow that Her Majesty The Queen 
announces the death of her beloved husband, His 
Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

His Royal Highness passed away peacefully this 
morning at Windsor Castle.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-his-
excellency-governor-john-rankin-cmg

On behalf of the Government and people of the Virgin Islands, 
I wish to extend condolences to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, 
the Royal family, the people of the United Kingdom and the entire 
Commonwealth, on the passing of His Royal Highness The Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. As a community with deep faith in God, 
we the people of the Virgin Islands pray for the eternal rest of Prince 
Philip’s soul, and that the Almighty will comfort his loved ones in this 
their time of grief.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/condolences-passing-his-royal-
highness-prince-philip-duke-edinburgh

Following the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke 
of Endinburgh, the Governor and his Office will observe a period 
of national morning in respect of his passing.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-period-mourning-
death-his-royal-highness-prince-philip

SCAN ME

SCAN ME

SCAN ME
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Government Ministers sign book of condolences to mark the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
husband of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. He passed on April 9. The Terrritory observed a period of national mourning from 
April 9 to 18. The official funeral was held on April 17 in the United Kingdom. Locally, all flags on Government buildings were 
flown at half-mast throughout the period of official national mourning. 

death oF his roYal hiGhness the prince philip
duKe oF endinBurGh (continued)
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For more information, please click 
on the icon below or scan the  
QR code

commemorative stamp issue in honour oF 
her maJestY the Queen’s 95th BirthdaY

SCAN ME42

https://www.facebook.com/BVIGovernment/videos/249419690262812


puBlic consultation meetinGs on 
trade commission
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statements BY 
honouraBle andrew Fahie

covid-19 update - april 8

 
We are now in Phase III in the border reopening 
process which started on 1st December, 2020 
allowing international travel through the Terrance 
B. Lettsome International Airport and the carefully 
managed re-opening of the tourism industry.

On 15th April, 2021, the Road Town Jetty will 
welcome, for the first time after one year of being 
closed, international passengers arriving and leaving 
through the terminal, and we are excited about 
this because it is another reality that when we work 
together, we move the Virgin Islands forward.

We continue to encourage persons to become 
vaccinated so that we can continue to further 
reopen our economy and increase the volume of 
visitors, customers and business in our jurisdiction 
and destination, and reinvigorate opportunities and 
livelihoods for all our Virgin Islands people.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-andrew-fahie-covid-19-update-
april-8

re-openinG oF road town 
JettY to international FerrY 
passenGer operations and 
marine sector update

 
Mr. Speaker, contrary to the few naysayers, we have 
once again defied the odds and we are now open to 
receive international passengers through one of our 
Seaports.  This is an economy on the move.  This is 
your Government working for you.

The Seaport option on BVI Gateway is now LIVE 
and persons wishing to transit via St. Thomas, USVI 
to our Territory can begin their application process. 
Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that the testing 
and quarantine regulations remain the same as for 
persons who enter our Territory by air. Mr. Speaker 
allow me to repeat that, it is important to note that the 
testing and quarantine regulations remain the same 
as for persons who enter our Territory by air.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
premier-fahie-re-opening-road-town-jetty-
international-ferry-passenger

SCAN ME

SCAN ME
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statements BY 
honouraBle andrew Fahie (continued)

update on town and 
countrY planninG: planninG 
applications

 
As the lead agency responsible for regulating the 
construction industry, the Town and Country Planning 
Department continues to be at the forefront in driving 
economic activity in this industry. This fact is supported 
by the high number of applications processed by the 
Town and Country Planning Department.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Town and 
Country Planning Department was designated by this 
Government as one of the priority agencies to be 
brought back on stream following the initial 24hour 
curfew in order to stimulate the economy during the 
challenging periods of COVID-19.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
premier-fahie-update-town-and-countr y-
planning-planning-applications

‘Get readY to move: our 
economY is GoinG into 
overdrive’

As we reflect on where we are today as a country 
and as a people, we must say that over the last 13 
months we have indeed come a long way, navigating 
our way through the unseen and unknown realities of 
the global pandemic, and we are still here standing 
strong together.

We have been planning, as a people, for that day 
almost a year now.

Yesterday’s successful opening of the Road Town 
Jetty means that where there is life there is hope; and 
where there is hope there is an opportunity to cast our 
nets and reap success.

And, yesterday’s successful reopening of the Road 
Town Jetty is a clear indication that your Virgin Islands 
Government always had a working plan for this 
economy.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
premier-and-minister-finance-honourable-
andrew-fahie-get-ready-move-our

SCAN ME

SCAN ME
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statements BY 
dr. the honouraBle natalio d. wheatleY

Farmers and Fishers weeK 
2021

The Week will be celebrated under the theme 
“Restore, Increase, Sustain and Educate” or 
simply abbreviated as “RISE”. 

This year we celebrate farmers and fishers collectively 
as food producers with an emphasis on public 
awareness and education as we reflect on the 
accomplishments we have made, whether large or 
small.  It is always good to pause, reflect, and give 
thanks.  The acronym RISE, we hope, succinctly 
articulates our collective vision for these sectors - 
ones that are adaptive, diverse, sustainable and ever 
abundant.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-dr-
honourable-natalio-wheatley-farmers-and-
fishers-week-2021

education update

 
Mister Speaker, I am grateful for this opportunity to 
share in this Honourable House and with the entire 
community, updates on education and progress over 
the last month as we approach the final term of the 
2020/2021 school year.  Hybrid/online learning was 
implemented and has been utilised for the last two 
terms while we sought to ensure that the best possible 
pedagogical practices were enforced.

Mr. Speaker, the hybrid model of learning was 
necessary to conform to our robust approach to 
keeping our people safe. Because of the social 
distancing requirements mandated by Cabinet and 
enforced by the Ministry of Health, combined with the 
number of students and the size of the classrooms, 
we have been unable to accommodate full classes at 
once in most schools.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-dr-
honourable-natalio-wheatley-education-update

SCAN ME

SCAN ME
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statement BY 
the honouraBle KYe m. rYmer

proGress oF ministrY’s 
proJects

 
Notwithstanding the times’ inevitable challenges, 
we have been making steady strides to upgrade 
the water network distribution system. Specifically, 
the installation of new water reservoirs in the Long 
Bush and Carrot Bay communities. These tanks have 
been substantially completed, and the Recovery 
and Development Agency, which is the executing 
agency, is in collaboration with the Ministry, is in final 
preparations for the Carrot Bay Reservoir’s handover 
ceremony, which is slated for the week of 26th April 
2021.

This time Mister Speaker, they are upgrading specific 
existing segments of the main distribution pipelines 
that are pretty much past their useful life and 
suspected of having leaks which may be contributing 
to low pressure or no water pressure to some farm lots 
at higher elevations.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-rymer-progress-ministrys-projects
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statements BY 
the honouraBle vincent wheatleY

introduction oF an eXpedited 
worK permit Fee

 
Mister Speaker, in 2018 the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Labour and Immigration introduced 
the Executive Work Permit programme, which is 
commonly known as the EWP programme, that 
allows for workers yielding an annual salary of One 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) or over, 
from any industry within our Territory, to benefit from 
a specialised service when processing their work 
permits.  Since then, a wider category of workers 
have been introduced to utilise the programme, and 
this started in October of 2020.  This new category 
was allowed for following Government’s decision to 
introduce an “Ease of Doing Business” initiative that 
allows Government to redefine services across all 
areas allowing for more seamless processes.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
minister-health-and-social-development-covid-
19-situation-and-response-update

Joe’s hill housinG 
development

 
Mr. Speaker, the Joe’s Hill Housing Development 
(the Development) is a housing community designed 
on the hillside under Joe’s Hill, Tortola facing the 
Long Bush and wider Road Town area. The property 
encompasses scenic views of Road Town, Salt Island 
and Peter Island.  The Development is expected to 
be a gated community that includes twenty-five 
buildings, comprising a collection of fifty-two (52) 
residential units targeting first-time homeowners, plus 
a commercial rental space. The units will range from 
one to three-bedroom styled condos, single family 
homes and townhouses.

The Development’s contracted time Mr. Speaker 
is roughly 3.5 years to complete in its entirety, with 
an estimated completion date of June 30, 2023. 
However, the progress to date, impacts previously 
forecasted data, by giving us a new estimated 
completion date of May 31, 2022 – thirteen months 
ahead of schedule

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-w he at le y- j o es-h i l l -hous ing-
development
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statements BY 
the honouraBle vincent wheatleY (continued)

update on the stonY coral 
tissue loss disease

 
Mr. Speaker, this threat to our reefs, which emerged 
in 2020 as we were also mitigating the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, was devastating. As I noted 
in my last update Mr. Speaker, Stony Coral Tissue 
Loss Disease or SCTLD for short, aggressively wastes 
away the calcium-based structure supporting the 
living tissue of the coral.  In a matter of a few weeks, 
otherwise healthy reef communities will be decimated, 
if the disease is left unchecked. Colonies where the 
coral tissue is no longer present are covered with 
filamentous algae being a clear indication of how 
critical it is to save our ridge reef systems so that they 
do not change into a macro algae environments of 
little biodiversity and economic value.

The impact of doing nothing would be tremendous 
on our natural environment and our economy, 
Government in partnership with the private sector has 
responded to the challenge.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-wheatley-update-stony-coral-tissue-
loss-disease

misrepresentation oF 
earninGs certiFicates 
oF Good standinG and 
certiFicates oF earninGs

 
Mr. Speaker, I now state that through submissions 
of the requisite Certificates of Earnings, particularly 
those from the Social Security Board and the 
Department of Inland Revenue, after conducting 
thorough investigations, the Department found that in 
2019, which is even before COVID-19 affected our 
shores, many employees were making less than the 
mandatory minimum Gross Income of $12,040.00 
per annum or Gross Earnings of less than the 
established standard.  In fact, many persons were not 
even remitting the 52 weeks contributions, prescribed 
by the Social Security Board. It was further noted that 
in 2019 Gross Earnings for some permit holders were 
even listed to be as low as $960.00 for the entire 
year.  Additionally, some employees work permits 
were even found to be held by one employer but 
their contributions were being paid in under another 
employer, which showed that the employees were not 
working with the companies identified on their work 
permits. 

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-wheat ley-misrepresentat ion-
earnings-certificates-good-standing-and
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statements BY 
the honouraBle vincent wheatleY (continued)

worK permit eXemption

 
Firstly, Mister Speaker, I want to bring awareness 
to the public on the reason for such a policy, as it 
has become more evident that a policy such as this 
can easily be misused whether unintentionally or 
otherwise.  The Work Permit Exemption Policy is one 
that has grown immensely over the years in the number 
of persons that apply and are successful.  After taking 
up office in 2019, I quickly revised this policy with 
the most substantial change being where I added a 
term limit to the exemption, resulting in the ceasing 
of the issuance of indefinite work permit exemptions.  
Mister Speaker, it remains my belief that this change 
has allowed for the correct intent and purpose of the 
exemption to be realised.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

http://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
honourable-wheatley-work-permit-exemption
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statement BY 
honouraBle carvin malone

covid-19 situation and 
response update

 
In reports from the Dr. D. Orlando Smith Hospital’s 
certified laboratory, as of today April 5th, of the 178 
positive cases diagnosed there was 1 untimely death, 
159 cases have recovered and the number of active 
positive cases in the Territory now stands at 18. This 
accounts for 14 persons on Tortola, 1 on Anegada, 
and 3 on marine vessels. Based on the epidemiological 
summary provided by the Public Health Unit team, 
4 of these cases were captured in the arrival Day 0 
screening, 7 on their Day 4 screening, and 3 through 
Travel screening. A concerning reality is that we now 
have 4 local cases, one of whom is hospitalised, 
though, for other non-COVID medical conditions.

While the BVI numbers may not necessarily be 
alarming to some, based on the realities of the 
region and the world around us, we must continue 
to remain vigilant and proactive in our approach with 
this disease. There exists in our region, new and more 
aggressive strains; new and more deadly strains of the 
COVID-19 virus.

For more information,  
please click on the link or icon below or scan 
the QR code

https://bvi.gov.vg/media-centre/statement-
minister-health-and-social-development-covid-
19-situation-and-response-update
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