
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

History of Eslyn Henley Richiez Learning Centre 

12th October is Eslyn Henley Richiez Learning Centre Day. The school opened its door on this date in 1972. 

How did this school originate?  

The territory’s medical doctors were convinced that remedial and special educational programmes 

should be in place for certain children rather than sending them to other countries and place them in residential 

homes or special schools. They took this proposal to the BVI Branch of the British Red Cross to Society. 

In May/June of 1972, under the presidentship of the then Governor, D. G. Cudmore’s wife, the BVI Red Cross 

embarked on establishing the first special education school. This came to fruition on 12th October 1972 when 

Fort Charlotte Children’s Centre opened in an old Public Works Department storeroom at McNamara. The two 

staff members were Mrs Eslyn Henley Richiez the principal and Miss Alice Leonard, the janitor and helper who 

was also a person with special physical needs. Admission for the school was based on the advice of the medical 

doctors and the Mental Health Officer. The school started with six students were admitted.  

The school relocated to John’s Hole in one of the government’s residential houses in 1997. On 13th 

March 1998, Fort Charlotte Children’s Centre was officially renamed Eslyn Henley Richiez Learning Centre in 

honour of its first principal. 

The damages from Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017 caused the school to relocate at Althea Scatliffe 

Primary School. It is still housed at that venue. 
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Support to the school 

During its early years, the centre received no financial aid from the government. A group called Friends of Fort 

Charlotte Children’s Centre raised funds. Regular pledged subscriptions from individuals and local business 

were sought. In 1974, the school gained the status of government-assisted Community School and in January 

1977, was fully recognized as a public school by the Government of the Virgin Islands. 

Volunteers and community-minded persons gave of their time and expertise. For example,  

- In the 1970’s a Montessori and a Head Start teacher volunteered their service in instructional lessons.  

- In the 1980’s Mrs. the Friends of Fort Charlotte presented a wheel chair to a student. 

- In the 1990’s Hon. Angel Smith donated the playground equipment and a piano. 

- In the 2000’s the Rotary Clubs, Lion’s Club, BVI Bank Association, Maple and Calder, Apple By, 

Digical, Mourant, BVI Sail-ability and BVI Special Olympic were major stakeholders. 

The Principals 

Since its inception, three principals were assigned. 

1. Mrs Eslyn Henley Richiez: 1972-1979. 

2. Mrs Phyllis George: 1979 – 2008 

3. Mrs Vansittart Huggins: 2008 – present 

School’s Vision: Students will become productive and accepted citizen of the community. 

Mission: To provide the highest quality special education to the British Virgin Islands, emphasizing individual 

growth, self-esteem and respect for all. 

School’s Motto: Striving for Excellence. 

Philosophy Statement: 

 The Eslyn Henley Richiez Learning Centre believes that each student with special educational needs can learn. 

Therefore, we can equip them to make a valuable contribution to his or her community. The institution can 

equip its students to become problem solvers, critical thinkers and eventually gaining independence. This 

institution will provide the stimulus, which will enable them to mature in all facets of their lives thus meeting 



their fullest potential. We strive to empower our stakeholders to embrace our students by supporting them in all 

areas thus working our philosophy. 

Happy, forty-seventh birthday Eslyn Henley Richiez Learning Centre! 

  
 


